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RN AWy 4 0.049" 0.037** 0.032***
(0.003) (0.004) (0.003)
HFICEENLT DO -0.020* 0023 0028
(0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
AL 4229783 2145546 2145546
R? 0.156 0.152 0.144

(1) ALV DF =5 2 w7z OLS HEER Ko 2o CHOBIEIZE - a—F— %227 7 A5 — & L7l fdEa

7= (cluster-robust standard errors) Z/RL, *p < 0.1, * p < 005 ** p < 00le TXTOHEEETVIZ, FIZ
R L7 E DA, BRFKEE (1 A%720) GDP B X O ZF o ER), FREEHE, T—F— MEERIE,
E#RA T 7 o FEERR, FREER, Uhr3adIntnid,
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Abstract

Resource Constraints and Educational Attainment
in China: An Empirical Analysis Focused on
Cohort Size and Gender

Ziheng Wang and Takashi Kurosaki

In this study, we quantitatively examine the extent to which education supply constraints at the
provincial level affected educational attainment in China. When resources per student are not flexibly
adjusted, variation in cohort size within provinces and over time is expected to affect educational at-
tainment of individuals living in each province. We test this prediction using microdata of individuals
aged 13-23 taken from the 1% sample of Chinese population censuses of 1982, 1990, and 2000. We
find that an increase in cohort size significantly reduced all educational attainment measures from the
primary completion to senior secondary completion rates. Furthermore, when the cohort size increase
was associated with a higher share of males in the cohort, the ill-effect was mitigated for the enroll-
ment, senior secondary entry, and senior secondary completion rates. These suggest that Chinese
provinces are faced with education supply constraints and there is a possibility of gender bias in

which boys are given priority in adjusting senior secondary education resources.
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