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Abstract

Welfare Policies for the Elderly in China: A Prelim-
inary Study

Huang Zhang

This paper reviews previous research to grasp the institutional background surrounding welfare
policies for the elderly in China and the current state of research on such policies, as well as to identi-
fy issues that should be researched further in the future. Specifically, the paper divides existing re-
search into three groups: the institutional background of the social security system; welfare regime
theory and how it applies to China; and China’s welfare policies for the elderly. The first group clari-
fies the changes, contents, and characteristics of the social security system in contemporary China.
The second group examines the position of these social security systems based on Esping-Andersen’s
(1990) welfare regime theory. The third group summarizes previous research on how the Chinese
government has responded to the problem of elder care and clarifies the current state of welfare poli-

cies for the elderly and related challenges. Finally, future research topics are presented.
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