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Abstract

The Community Forest Bill Passed by the Military
Government of Thailand: Analysis of the Conflict
between Rights-based and Policy Tools Approaches

Wataru Fujita

In February 2019, the Community Forest Bill, along with other related amendments, was passed
by the Legislative Assembly under the military rule that had continued since the coup in 2014. Previ-
ously, it was not legal for people to manage the forest resources they use for their livelihood. More-
over, it was illegal to reside in and cultivate protected areas, even for communities that had existed
since before the areas were designated as “protected.” The Community Forest Bill and amendments to
other related laws paved the way to resolve these problems. This article examines the provisions of
the Community Forest Bill and related amendments, the policy-making process in the military gov-
ernment, and the long history of debate about community forest laws in terms of both the ‘rights-
based approach,” which calls for legalization of community forests to ensure and extend the local peo-
ple’s rights to natural resources, and the ‘policy tools approach,” which regards the local people’s
participation in forest management as a tool to realize sustainable management. The examination re-
vealed that these laws and amendments are an extreme application of the ‘policy tool approach,’
which was intended to mobilize people to protect the forest by using the government’s strong control
and powerful enforcement via military force. In this sense, it is necessary to carefully follow how the

laws are implemented at the field level.
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