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(1) 8H»Ismail EEHDBEHET

The police early this morning arrested and detained under the Singapore
Preservation of Public Security Ordinance 1955 some 15 leaders of the Com-
munist united front, particularly in the trade unions affiliated to the illegal
and unregistered Singapore Association of Trade Unions. They were respon-
sible for drawing up plans involving workers, rural people and students in
acts of violence against the Government in {urtherance of their plot to seize
power by creating disorder and chaos.

They planned to hold today and tomorrow island-wide strikes ostensibly
to protest against the Registrar of Trade Union’s de-registration notices to
their seven trade unions which had participated in Communist agitation during
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce (“blood debt”) rally on Aug. 25. Simul-
taneously, they intended to march to the Istana Negara this morning in an
attempt to force the Yang di-Pertuan Negara to cancel the order of de-registra-
tion on the five rural and hawkers’ associations.

In actual fact, hoWever, they intended to use the cover of this apparently

“innocent action to mount a political campaign in furtherance of the Communist
plot to create tension and unrest in the State. They had intended to intimi-
date and even to clash with some bus workers who were prepared to fight
the Communists by taking out buses in defiance of the pickets. They even
intended to attack buses on their routes and burn them.

Following on the strike, mass meetings and processions were to be held
which would eventually lead to clashes with the police and finally a repetition
of the Hock Lee bus riots which occurred in May 1955. They intended
using Nanyang University and Chinese middle school students together with
members of the now deregistered rural associations and hawkers’ unions, in
an effort to coerce the Singapore Government into withdrawing action against
Tan Lark Sye to deprive him of his citizenship, to stbp immediately all dis-

cussions on the reorganisation of Nanyang University, to unfreeze the funds
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of three ﬁnions against which de-registration proceedings are pending, and
finally to release all persons arrested and detained since Sept. 2. '

They hoped that these youths would provoke the police into taking action
against them which would result in possible bloodshed and an accusation that
the police were being used to suppress Chinese education and culture.

In view of these circumstances, the Government had to act swiftly to
prevent a repetition of the bloody riots of 1955 and 1956. The Government
could not accept a situation whereby a small group of Communist conspirators
and their agents, through violence or a show of force, intimidate the lawabiding
public of Singapore.

" The action is, therefore, not againét the workers or students of Singapore,
but against this small group of desperate men who have now lost all hope of
winning power by constitutional means and are resorting to violence and to

open intimidation by use of innocent youths to further the Communist cause.
(I) 8A®MR MM Lic22e

Singapore General Employees’ Union 75 7 #&

Singapore Plywood Co. Ltd. Employees, Singapore Steam Laundry, Rank
Organisation, Cathay Organisation ground Staff Employees, Hotel Ambassador,
National Carbon, Amoy Canning Corp.

Singapore Business Houses Employees’ Union 7 512fH &

L.E. Tels Ltd., Maclaine Watson Co. Ltd., O’Connor and Co. Ltd., Olivetti
(Malaysia) Ltd., Climate Engineering, Robinson and Co. Ltd., K.L.M. Ltd,,
LK. Tang (S) Ltd.,, KP.M. (Far East) Ltd., Shriro (China) Ltd., Moiae Comte
and Co. Ltd., Shroffs (M) Ltd.

Singapore Bus Workers' Union 75 3 {1 &
Hock Lee Bus, Tay Koh Yat Bus Co. Ltd., Paya Lebar Bus Co. Ltd.

BHIER F&IT - 7DIXR D 7 B

General Employees Union, Business Houses Employees Union, Bus Workers
Union, Brick-making Workers Union, National Seamen’s Union, Machine
and Engineering Employees Union, 35 k¢t National Union of Building

Construction Workers
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—FTRD 29 BERIBFNHIACR MCABTFED LD TH -72h, FBIL R
FRAT S IO TH 5 T ‘ '
Tailors” Union, Catering Services Staff and Workers’ Trade Union, Cycle and
Motor Workers’ Union, Textiles and General Merchants Employees Union,
Sawmill Workers Union, Motor Workshops Employees Union, Bookshops,
Publications and Printing Press Employees Union, Marine Products Workers
Union,k Restaurant, Bars, Eating and Coffee Shop Employees Union, Rubber
Employees Union, Shoe Employees Union, Europeans Employees Union,
Wood-Workers Union, Coffee Shops Employees Union, Gold and Silversmiths’
Union, ' Electrical and Wireless Employees Union, Ship Cleaning Employees
Unioﬁ, Union of Workers of Boatbuilding Industry, Metal Box Workers’
Union, Tong Loke Shoe Employees’ Union, Amalgamated Malayan Pineapple
Workers’ Union, Union of Brewery, Bakery, Confectionary, Canning Drinks
Workers, Transport-vessel Workers’ Uriion, Rattan Workers’ Union, Fish
Merchants’ Employees Union, Transport Employees Union, Hairdressers
Union, Metal Manufacturing Workers’” Union 3 k¢ Industrial Workers’

Union
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