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MERDEKA MALAYSIA!

The great day we have long awaited has come at last — the birth of
Malaysia. In a warm spirit of joy and hope ten million people of many
races in all the States of Malaya, Singapore, Sarawak and Sabah now join

hands in freedom and unity. Firm in our resolve for nationhood, the

peoples of Malaysia look forward with confidence to a future of peace and

prosperity, harmony and happiness.

We do so because.we know that we have come together through our
own free will and desire in the true spirit of brotherhood and love of
freedom. We have made our decision after much care and thought, finally
arriving at mutual consent by debate and discuss?on, inquiries and elections
held over two and a half years. We can feel proud indeed of the way we
have created Malaysia through friendly argument and compromise. The
spirit of co-operation and concord is living proof of the desire we share for
a common destiny. What better basis for Malaysia can there be, what finer
augury for the future 7 The yoad to nationhood has not been an easy journey.

Surprises and disappointments, tension and crisis, have marred the way.

The peoples of Malaysia, however, have endured all trials and tribulations
with confidence and patience, calmness and forbearance, with faith in oﬁr
final goal—Malaysia. In the first eighteen months of political and constitu-

- tional discussions, beginning from May 1961, things went ahead favourably,
because the ideal of Malaysia caught the imagination of all the peoples
concerned.

We can all recall the remarkable enthusiasm and interest aroused then
in the evolution of Malaysia.

Step by step the concept came to life. The activities of the Malaysia

Solidarity Consultative Committee, the merger talks between the Federation
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of Malaﬁa and Singapore, the broad agreement reached in London to
establish Malaysia, the appointment of the Cobbold Commission and its
exhaustive inquiries in the Borneo Territories, and the subsequent establish-
ment of the Inter-Governmental Committee—all these steps were taken in
internal harmony and in full public view.

Suddenly towards the end of 1962 the situation changed. Communist
China committed unjustifiable aggression against India. I stood up for

democracy and condemned China’s attack.

One immediate reaction was that Communists throughout South-east
 Asia retaliated by an indirect assault upon me by opposing my idea of
Malaysia, and they set about creating every possible difficulty to baulk
Malaysia. Other external complications occurred —the Philippines’ claim to
North Borneo, the sudden and abortive revolt in Brunei, and the startling
adoption by Indonesia of a policy of confrontation against Malaya. All these
events projected an international crisis in South-east Asia this year, the
climax coming in June. The successful meeting of the Foreign Ministers
of Malaya, Indonesia and the Philippines, followed by my own conference .
with President Soekarno in Tokyo eased tension considerably and brought
new hopes for harmony and peace. Prospects for a Summit conference
were good, confrontation from Indonesia subsided, so we went ahead with

arrangements for the final talks'in London on Malaysia.

The Malaysia Agreement was duly signed in early July. Unexpectedly

Indonesia reacted most strongly, renewing its policy of confrontation with =~

the result that the Summit confedence of leaders of Malaya and the Philip-
pines at the end of July began in an atmosphere of doubt. The Summit

conference ended in an agreement by the three countries to form ‘an

Association of States of Malay origin to be known as Maphilindo. Tt was -

agreed that in order that the partners in Maphilindo could welcome Malaysia
the United Nations Secretary-General should be asked to ascertain anew
the wishes of the peoples of Sarawak and Sabah. That request has now

been implemented. Now finally the peoples of Malaysia are celebrating the ~
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establishment of Malaysia. This is the time to think earnestly and hopefully
on the future of Malaysia as the whole country resounds with joy.
So-I pray thdat God may bless the nation of Malaysia with eternal peace

and happiness for our people.

~The Federation of Malaya now passes into history. Let us always re-
member that the Malayan nation was formed after many difficulties duriﬁg

a long period of national Emergency, yet its multi-racial society emergéd,
B endured and survived as a successful and progressivé nation, a true demo-

cracy and an example to the world of harmony and tolerance.

;‘ As it was with Malaya, so it can be with Malaysia. With trust iy
Almighty God, unity of purpose and faith in ourselves, we can make
Malaysia a land of prosperity and peace.

In doing so let every Malaysian in all the States of Malaya, Singapore,
Sarawak and Sabah ensure that our Malaysia is truly worthy of the aims
and hopes we have shared, the trials and stress we have endured, in work-
ing together to achieve our common destiny.

MERDEKA MALAYSIA!

(I 16BFHT8 BT L— 7 R RMMK T O Rohman HHRDREBT
On this auspicious and historic day of the birth of the nation of
Malaysia, I cannot express how grateful and happy I am as well as the 10
million people who inhabit all parts of the territories of Malaysia who wel-
come and celebrate the establishment of the nation and State of Malaysia.
Firstly, this inaugural ceremony to celebrate the State of Malaysia is the
climax of all blessings given to us by Almighty. God, and we express our
utmost gratitude to Him for having granted the wish and the will of the
‘ peoples of Malaysia to establish this nation. Today brings to an end British
colonialism and rule in the three territories of Singapore, Sarawak and
Sabah. qu us in Malaya, we have had good fortune because we  have
enjoyed independence for more than six years, so we welcome our brothers

with full feelings of sincerity and goodwill. We are determined to defend
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the sovereignty and independence of Malaysia together with our new brothers
for all time. Though we have passed through and endured difficulties and
hindrances, we have been  given guidance and strength to survive these
trials. This is clear evidence to show that our intentions are honest and
that our struggle has the full blessing of Almighty God. Indeed no-one on A
this earth can obstruct or hinder the will of God, and no-one is able to

change the trends of history.

God will not change the condition of a people unless the people change
of themselves. Today the flag of the nation of Malaysia will fly proudly in
every nook and corner of the land, and also in foreign countries where we
havé our embassies, as well as at the United Nations side by side with -the
flags of the independent and sdvereign nations of the world, replacing the"
old flag of the Federation of Malaya. We pray to Almighty God that this
flag will be a strong symbol, giving protection and unity as well as deter-

mination to all the peoples of Malaysia.

The new ’ﬂag of Malaysia is slightly different to the old flag of the
Federation of Malaya because the star has gained three new points which
denote three new States, making 14 in all, and also the stripes now number ‘
14 as well. Let us pledge today and at this auspicious moment in the name
of God that we will defend the flag of our nation and State with all our
strength, even if necessary with our lives. Let us express our utmost gra-
titude to God for His mercy and benediction in giving to us and to our
nation this incomparable gift, granting our earnest hopes to establish

Malaysia.

(M) 177BF% 6L - F7EERICEH(TS Yang di-Pertuan Agong (DRER

People of Malaysia, on this great occasion of national rejoicing, my
heart is overflowing with deep gratitude to Almighty God—all- praise to his
name ! —through whose benevolence and mercy we can truly welcome
Malaysia in peace and honour. ‘

Now at this historic day and at this special ceremony, it is my pri‘vilege-

—139 —




as Yang di-Pertuan Agong to initiate the final constitutional action leading
to the formal establishment of Malaysia.

In the presence of Their Highnesses the Rulers, Their Excellencies the
"Governors of Penang and Malacca, His Excellency the Yang di-Pertuan
Negara of Singapore, Their Excellencies the Governors of Sarawak and
Sabah, Their Excellencies the members of the diplomatic. corps, the Hon-
ourable Ministers of the Federal Cabinet, the Honourable Prime Minister

of Singapore, Mentri Besars and Chief Ministers of 14 States, and disting-

uished representatives and guests from many friendly countries, in the
présence too of the many thousands in this vast assembly and in the hearing
through the microphones of all the people of Malaysia, I proudly call on
our beloved and respected Prime Minister, Teramat Mulia Tengku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-Haj, the father and leader of our nation to read the Pro-
clamation announcing to all the world, to all men of goodwill everywhere,
that Malaysia today takes her place in the comity of nations dedicated to
freedom and friendship, and united in sovereignty and independence by the
free wish of the people of Malaysia, now and for ever.

With warm devotion and deep humility I pray Almighty God that our
nation and people of Malaysia will prove worthy at all times of his guidance

~and protection and dwell always in the grace and favour of his benediction

and bounty.

" V) 17E5% 68, Rohmon BEICEBTL—LTPREEE

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, Praise be to God,

the Lord of the Universe, and may the benediction and peace of God be
’ upon Our leader Muhammad and upon all His Relations ahd Friends.

Whereas by an Agreement made on the Ninth day of July in the year
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-three between the Federation of
Malaya, the United Kingdom, North Borneo, Sarawak and Singapore it was
agreed that there shall be federated the States of Sabah, Sarawak and
Singapore with the Federatiom of Malaya comprising the States of Pahang,
Trengganu, Kedah, Johore, Negri Sembilan, kelantan, Selangor, Perak,

Perlis, Penang and Malacca, and that the Federation shall thereafter be called
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“MALAYSIA”.

And whereas it has been “agreed by the parties to the said Agreement
that as from the establishment of Malaysia the States of Sabah, Sarawak and
Singapore shall cease to be colonies of Her Majesty the Queen and Her
Majesty the Queen shall relinquish Her Sovereignty and jurisdiction in res-
pect of the three States:

And whereas there has been promulgated a Constitution for Malaysid
which shall be the supreme law therein:

And whereas by the Constitution aforesaid provision has been made for
the safeguarding of the rights and prerogatives of Their Highnesses the
Rulers and the fundamental rights and liberties of subjects and for the pro-
motion of peace and harmony in Malaysia as a constitutional monarchy

based upon parliamentary democracy :

And whereas the Constitution aforesaid having been approved by a law -
passed by the Parliaments of the Federation of Malaya and of the United
Kingdom has come into force on the Sixteenth day of September in the year
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-three. .

Now in the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, I, TENGKU
ABDUL RAHMAN PUTRA AL-HAJ IBNI ALMARHUM SULTAN
ABDUL HAMID HALIM SHAH, Prime Minister of Malaysia, with the
concurrence and approval of His Majesty the Yang di-Pertuan Agong of the
I‘: ederation of Malaya, His Excellency the Yang di-Pertuan Negara of
Singapofe, His Excellency the Yang di-Pertua Negara of Sabah and His
Excellency the Governor of Sarawak, DO HEREBY DECLARE AND -
PROCLAIM on behalf of the peoples of Malaysia that as from the Sixteenth -
day of September in the year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-three,
corresponding to the twenty-eighth day of Rabi’ul Akhir in the year of the :
Hijrah one thousand three hundred and eighty-three, that, ‘

MALAYSIA comprising the States of Pahang, Trengganu, Kedah, Johore,
Negri Sembilan, Kelantan, Selangor, Perak, Perlis, Penang, Malacca, Singa-
pore, Sabah and Sarawak shall by the Grace of God, the Lord of the
Universe, forever be an independent and sovereién democratic State founded

upon liberty and justice, ever seeking to defend and uphold peace and
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harmony among its peoples and to perpetuate peace among nations.
(V) 7EZL—v7BBOXNAY FROT, 74U EVIRBiBEORN

In view of the fact that the Indonesian Government has broken off
diplomatic relations with Malaysia without any apparent reason, we have no
choice but to do likewise and to recall our Ambassador and the Embassy
staff, and at the same time to close down our consulate in Medan.

The fact that the Federation has admitted new states' does not in any
way change the status and identity of the nation, and therefore no fresh
recognition is necessary, nor is it necessary to ask for fresh accredition of

diplomatic representatives in this country.

The Government of the Philippines has asked that the status of its
v - embassy in Kuala Lumpur be reduced to that of a consulate. This proposal
is not acceptable to the Malaysian Government. There is, therefore, no
choice but to recall its Ambassador..

The Thai Government has been approached to take charge of Malaysian

affairs in Indonesia and the Philippines.
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(VD 17HEA Y ERSPEEOERF ST Message

. The Government of Indonesia deplores the unjustified actions during .

the recent demonstrations against the United Kingdom.
The Government of Indonesia will not condone any further mob vio-

lence against British nationals and properties.

The Government of Indonesia guarantees the safety of British nationals

and properties in Indonesia.

(VII] Rahman BHO20B OEEL

You will remember the forebodings I mentioned in my first broadcast to -/

you on the question of Malaysia. These have come true.

Confrontation from Indonesia and the Philippines has left us with no
choice except to break off diplomatic relations with them. Indonesia allowed
her mobs to take the law into their own hands and damaged our Consulate

in Medan giving our consul there no chance to protect himself or his
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family. * It was only after damage had been done that the police came on

the scene. Thanks to the American Consul-General in Medan the staff of

~ the Malaysian Consulate there were given shelter and are now safely back

home. - We originally intended to charter a plane to bring them back, but

unfortunately the Indonesians would not service our plane.

Then again in Jakarta the mobs ransacked our Embassy. The actions
of the Jakarta and Medan mobs in violating the sanctity of a foreign mis-
sion are a transgression of the diplomatic code which governs international
etiquette and the conduct of international practice. This came after the '
Government itself had broken its word and the solemn agreements reached
in Tokyo and Manila. It will be remembered that I went to Tokyo at the
request of President Soekarno. We agreed to be friends, and also agreed
that if any misunderstanding were to arise in future, we would meet to
clear it up. Instead, when I was in England during the last round of the
Malaysia talks, President Soekarno again declared confrontation without
giving me a chance to explain. Then we met in Manila where we agreed

to invite a United Nations team to visit the Borneo States to ascertain the

" wishes of the people there as to whether they desired to join Malaysia or

. not.

I would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the
United Nations Secretary-General for having so kindly consented to assist
us in this matter.

When the team had gone there to carry out its work and discharged its
task in accordance with the terms of reference agreed upon by the three
countries, both Indonesia and the Philippines decided to reject the report
just the same in spite of the fact that the survey showed beyond all doubt
that the people of those territories wanted independence through Malaysia.
On top of this, both these countries decided without any warning to sever
diplomatic relations with us. In the case of the Philippines they reduced
the status of their Ambassador here to that of a Consul. This is tantamount
to a slap in the face. What, after all, have we done to deserve it? Have

T not done enough to humble myself by agreeing in the interest of peace
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and good neighbourliness to an inquiry by a United Nations team when
we knew full well that the people themselves desired Malaysia? It is now
evident that the invitation to U Thant to send a ieam to the Borneo ierri-
tories was a ruse to defeat Malaysia.

We had agreed to postpone our proclamation of Malaysia to suit them
while awaiting the results of the United Nations’ inquiry. It is obvious
now that from the very beginning they did not intend to honour their
pledge, written in black and white and signed by all the three leaders in
Manila. We had, therefore, no alternative but to recall our Ambassadors in
Jakarta and Manila. It is sad to think that we have been compelled to
break off diplomatic relations with neighbours who have pledged their word
to live and work together with us in goodwill and in friendship through
Maphilindo. ‘

Our ‘next duty was to look to the security and well-being of our nation
s0, as you already know, I called a meeting of the Cabinet and our Service
Chiefs. The Government decided then to put the nation on a footing of
preparedness. We are setting up a Malaysia Defence Council with myself
as chairman. Initial steps must be taken very shortly to call up the reser-
ves, to e,xpan’d the Territorial Army, to increase the strength of the Armed
Forces, to increase also the strength of the police force by reviving the
Special Constabulary, and to put civil defence and ancillary organisations
on a proper footing of readiness so that we will not be caught napping, for

we can never be sure what unpredictable country like Indonesia will do.

We cannot anticipate the future trend of events but naturally we hope
that peace in this area will not be broken. We must be prepared never-
theless for the worst if we do not want to be charged with gross neglect
of duty. If the worst does not come, then we give thanks to God. If it

does come, but God forbid it, it will be necessary for we Malaysians to

defend our country and uphold our national honour whatever the cost, be

it our lives: The world knows Malaysia has no aggressive intentions
against any nation. All that we ask of God and man is to be allowed to

live in peace and in goodwill towards all. We have not wasted our re-
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sources in arming ourselves but, as I have often emphasised, we have
provided food instead of bullets, clothing instead of uniforms and houses

instead of barracks.

Now we are forced to devote and concentrate our energies and every-
thing else we have on military preparations in order to preserve our na-
~tional integrity and honour.

SO I NEED YOUR HELP NOW. IT IS ESSENTIAL IN THIS HOUR
OF CRISIS, FOR ALL LOYAL CITIZENS OF MALAYSIA TO FORGET
THEIR DIFFERENCES, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE.

In this connection, I have been very deeply touched by the expres-
sions of support which I have received from many quarters—from the people
living in both the rural and the urban areas, whether they be kampongs,
new villages or towns, and last but not least from‘ the trade unions and
their leaders. ; ’

With such unity of purpose, with such a sense of patriotism and loyalty,
we must win in the end provided we maintain complete and absolute peace

"and harmony throughout Malaysia and throughout our ordeal.

I have no doubt that this unhappy episode is only a passing interlude
in our path to the future, because I have unbounded faith in Malaysia, in
its people and its goal of prosperity and happiness for all. Provided we

stand firm but are prepared to be fair, provided‘we are calm but resoiute,
provited that as loyal citizens of our country we are ready to defend it
and serve it in its hour of need and not count the cost, in order to pre-
serve the.independence and integrity of our beloved country, I have no
doubt that the spirit and enthusiasm which brought Malaysia into being

will carry us from the shadows of today to the hopes and promise, of tomo-

. ITOW.

Now I have some significant news for you which I want you to know
at first hand from me so that you will be aware of what is happening at
present. This morning I was informed by an independent source that the

Philippines wished to have another summit meeting between the leaders of the
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three countries to resolve whatever differences we have and 1 am one who
is bent on peace and goodwill and friendship for our neighbours.

The idea is good, but before I can agree or even consider the proposal,
I wish to be assured that whatever decision is reached every effort will be
made to honour it.

Secondly, that they will normalise diplomatic relations between us, and
the initiative must be taken by them as they were the first to break off
diplomatic relations with us.

Thirdly, Indonesia must undertake to stop any aggressive actions,
direct or indirect, and all troops now concentrated on the border of Sarawak
must be withdrawn,

These assurances are the least Malaysia can ask and it is my hope that

they will be given, readily and willingly.

If this is done there should be no more clouds looming over South-east
Asia, and we can all join hands in friendship again to work for the peace
and prosperity of our region.

To the people of Malaysia I say be of good cheer, be calm and confi-
dent, have faith in our ability to rally to the beck and call of our country.

May God lead us to peace and happiness and may He shower His

blessings upon our people and our country. God bless you all!
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