PR L B 2— Vol.7 (2019-2020)

A 2 R« BT 4 BobE & RECR

Modi government and the Middle East:
A paradigm change in the political concept

TH K 57>

India’s status in the world has been elevated since the beginning of this century,
supported by its accelerated economic growth. In order to grow from a regional to
world power, the foreign policy of a nation needs to be adapted to the new
circumstances. In this context, the new relations between India and the Middle East
attract our attention. We must also consider the repercussions of domestic politics on
the subject, particularly since the advent of the BJP government under Narendra Modi
in 2014.

Ever since the BJP government came to power in 2014, India has begun to
question the assumptions of political principles such as “secularism,” established
under the Congress party government since the country’s independence in 1947. The
new orientations could be termed as a paradigm change or a watershed in the political
framework in the history of independent India. In the domestic field, the BJP
government challenges the Indian *“secularism” and pursues a sort of “ethnic
democracy,” a concept introduced in Israel. Concerning its foreign policies India is
gradually discarding its use of the traditional non-alignment principle and pursues a
combination of multiple alliances taking into account the rising influence of China.

The ruling party, BJP, is the political wing of the RSS, an influential Hindu
right-wing ss organization promoting Hinduism as the national identity of the Indian
nation. The BJP and RSS particularly target the Muslim community in their campaign
to promote “Hindutva,” a Hinduized national integration concept. The Indian
“secularism” traditionally emphasizes equal consideration of every religious
community in India. However, the Modi government in 2019 annulled the
constitutional clauses that guaranteed special allowances to the Jammu and Kashmir
state with Muslim majority and introduced an amendment to the citizenship law which
excluded Muslims while considering granting citizenship to illegal refugees.
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Under these circumstances, the Modi government pursues three different policies toward the
Middle East. The first policy is to promote trade and investment, primarily from the viewpoint of
mutual economic interests. India’s dealings with the Gulf countries and East Africa are typical cases
where the Modi government employs this policy. The second policy is to enhance India’s regional
dominance and neutralize any interventions from neighboring Muslim countries in India’s domestic
policies concerning the Muslim citizens in the country. The third policy is a newly emerged special
relationship with Israel, which has strategic, technological, and ideological implications in the

reorganization of power structure in the South West Asia.
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IWTA VY ROET A EHEBEFL TV DG EE T2, 1 NEA AT L > TR
BNOERBHETHY | T, A N—WEIR, BESBEE D, BRI 031
JELTW5D,

A=Y 7 EFHOFGHIERO 201842 H 18 A, E7 4 EHIZI VX CTT7 7 R EHE
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BT 4 BHEONABUR Z MG 2 LT, ZNEEEEHN LTV EHA T4 u ¥ —2Hfif
THZEPMDTEHEL 2o TND, TIULRIBAENA T4 X —H TOA > RBIAED
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11 M.S. Golwarkar, We, or Our Nationhood Defined, Delhi, 1939, p.20.
12 C.P.Bishkar, “Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay Ideology & Perception”, 2014, p.82.
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