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Azerbaijani Diplomacy and the Non-Aligned
Movement: Striking a balance between Iran and Israel
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Azerbaijan, a land locked country in South Caucasia, gained independence in 1991 after
the break-up of the USSR. It is surrounded by Russia, Iran, Armenia, Georgia, and Turkey and
is compelled to depend on a balancing act in its diplomacy to protect its sovereignty and survive.
In April 2018, it reiterated its intention to host the 2019 Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) in Baku and take on the position of chairmanship of NAM for a 3-year term. It is to be
noted that Azerbaijan took this decision at a time of heightened tensions in the region when the
US unilaterally withdrew from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, popularly known as
the Iran nuclear deal. Azerbaijan has a border with northwestern Iran and has had a complicated
relationship with it based on historical, ethnic, and religious ties. At the same time, Azerbaijan
is the major supplier of oil to Israel, which is increasingly antagonistic to Iran. For the last
decade, Israel and Iran have tried to gain Azerbaijan’s favor by offering arms or adjusting their
diplomatic stance to take into account the geopolitical importance of Azerbaijan. Iran switched
from its tacit support to Armenia on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict to a more sympathetic

understanding of Azerbaijan’s position.
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The Nagorno Karabakh issue has been the focal point of security and sovereignty for Azerbaijan, which
claims that Nagorno Karabakh and its neighboring areas have been occupied illegally by Armenia. Since
the latter half of 2018, Israel has raised the level of military cooperation with Azerbaijan by supplying
more advanced arms, such as drones, while Iran strengthened its military links with Azerbaijan by
enhancing its military contacts and cooperation. For Azerbaijan, the simultaneous deepening of military
cooperation with the two influential and mutually antagonistic regional powers—Israel and Iran—is not
inconsistent because it seeks to upgrade its own military capacity.

The NAM has not been given serious attention in the world politics since the end of the cold war.
At the same time, the objective reality that the number of member states has increased cannot be denied.
The purpose and definition of the NAM is still vague and allows member states to arrive at different
versions of its objectives. The mediating capacity of the NAM to solve conflicts among the member states
is, at best, marginal. However, the NAM is a forum where the participants—maost of whom experienced
colonial rule—can express strong or mild dissatisfaction with the present world regime, dominated by the
West. In this sense, the role of NAM could be still flexible and effective under certain conditions in the
fluid world political system. Azerbaijan utilizes the NAM to achieve a balance in its diplomatic relations

in the present turbulent situation and strengthen its political position on the Nagorno Karabakh issue.
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O XD BRWEFEITFRNTZ & S HICFERE ORI & OBE TR S L7z H O TRy
Z &,

% https://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/non-aligned-movement-nam/
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(5) AEICEFEHMAZRZUEL TV DEETH, TADRHEREL OB TRINLEL D
TIEARNZ & %

ZDRINT, KT (4) & (5) OERIC K o TTMNOMES D TRE L, oStk
ThHhLHONBRTE D, KV EERER &38R e 2R A2 = T AN RHNTFET 5,

7eks. FERIWIESD & AR5 A (Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence) (X542 7
56D TIHRWAS, FF 5 FANIEARMN R A T4 e F—EH L 2> TV D Z L ITHE
W, SERAFEANIFE OB ECREE & A RORV—EHOERIZHE-SE 1954 F(Z
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FHEFEEIC L > TZRIFANDND D THD, TEANRS Py /e > THRIFANA
BEL LTWODITTHLN, TN/ « DTN THWPWEEL BT, TA=T L)
TORIWE LR 526D THD,

$108 HE-IHYEELEREES

HIROIEFREEB OB E N3k 7 7V A TE=Y 7, VT, Erya, T
N2 VT, F=VH=T A=K Y= UTRHY, FIVTIET, Aab—
TITEREE, 7oA b, BHN, Av—r AT ALV IER GCCNEE,
ANE VT LR NLRTFFEBILA T AT UBBML TS, EH
ENDDITKE 5 EEROEMTH D I —0 FHERO TS R KL 25
LAZNVEMBERDOENTNDLZETHD, EMBEKMAEDOG)DOMERTHED bz b
DTHHHe AATTUXT T TEENOHRD EZTANLNRNE NS ZLITRA I,
ML I NATO MR ETH 0 | FEFRBEE OMB SR 2w 7Z L TR0,

(B> 8% R [E CIER BLEENCINE L T DD 4 ET, 7 ARF R X (1992 4F)D
ED, BT A=A X HRNLE ST N E O AL 2 [EELIC RS Hiv TR Y, FEF
BLEEBNC LML TV D, TEAARSL Px 0T 2011 DA > RR U T 08T O IR i
&) 50 JEAERIFE SR T CERMBEE L ro7z, BARDIINTL—ThY 1998 F
IR L, 7EBAANL D MR T5FECa—m oy " ME—DMAETH -7 L HFRL
TG B, RIL—Ir o7 2l & T HREMESMN (CSTO) 12, THA=T | X
VXA RAXR AP T AL LT 1992 FLORMBETH 5, i, TILA

3 [l B ARRS - FAERFEMRR [FER BHEBEACSCERE ] B B AR REE: 1979, 22 X—

37 https://www.worlddata.info/alliances/non-aligned-movement. (2018 4F 12 H 15 H £ M)

38 http://mfa.gov.by/en/organizations/membership/list/d864553¢380d0bc8.html (2018 4= 12 H 15 H
77 ER)
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http://mfa.gov.by/en/organizations/membership/list/d864553c380d0bc8.html%E3%80%80%EF%BC%882018%E5%B9%B412%E6%9C%8815
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FWFENINE 2386 S 7z DK E— WS BIC kPt T2 & W ) Bz i AL b iic
LOEROND, FINEE DB — L= T, INAMIFERIZE D 7 a— i
D—FM7eT 7 a—F LATEICKR L L D & T DBURN I Vv —T DO—fA% DL H DT
HH N LLTWD,

BHOYIT—TEILNRA DY oDINT VAN EERBIES

TEBNANA D ATAMAT AGHEE WO SGEEN LR LS, I - BTN
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T, SN T AN O—D2 L L CHRYEER S —DO@ERKkE LT, HIELTW5
ELTRZDZENTE D, FrIT 2018 4= 5 H LU D KA T L RENEDOWAL DI D 22735 &
AFENZ2NE DT HEVIERNPEBNTWHDEENZ LY, LML, THUIKA T 0D
HVEA AT ZANLERAZE S LW O TR BT D BIRIEES A S X L
SOITITEFIM N 2RO TURERIGREAFT L LWV LR AT U ANRZ L 72> T
WD, TEARL Y v EZALDOFAIZTELRTHEMIT L T DA AT LA
TV DORNIHEE R VDIZHFIZE o TNDHDTH D, 2018 HFRLE, TEALNRL V¥
MAATZNELA T ELEFEHNE TO LN EEF CEZ LFERETREHEHE
Th b,

it~ T, 20184F 10 ALIED A A T )L ~DF -2 EE - LR - B TOW 5
fboEhEE, A7 KVART T VERICKEBREZERLIZE NS LOICRDZ LT TE
B, FIUFIA AT ZAVEBENICL TR RN TV TEBHE~DOA vy =T THHY, 2N
FTEBANAL Py v ONZ EOHBOIERERDDIERND A5, )i, KHhES T
G| MAAT 7 2 KDOFESFOORBEZRLTEBY, YA N—kX =2 U7 ¢ —RENS
HOWSFDOHY FERESEZDOHDLERONDRINT, A AT VDOV A /3—%&
F a2 U7 0 —BMROEMBE/IIME OEEHNEEEZ D TVDHABIML TS, A
Y RERDAT, RO EIRBAR TIXRD o7 M A0 2015 FFLIRE, 4 AT T /VOHE
FH N2 BHITEDO THDHOL, YT TOFEEOREICHREZRLE TS Z &
bZEDKMTHA D, TEANA, DX AT TIEHA T EDOEFEHDOAZ NS mE > T
W, THETEALNRAL Dy COEBRTH L HEMOBEE WS HLBETHY, 1T,

https://www.nlb.by/en/news/Book-exhibitions/the-non-aligned-movement-and-belarus_163123/
(2018412 H 15 H T 7 & R)
40 https://mfa.gov.oy (201941 H 15 H7 7 & R)
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(2720 FERPEBNIH- R ERST 2 52 D a o Ll h 9,
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