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Abstract

Scientific, but Small-Minded?: New Research
Trends in the Study of Welfare Politics and Policy
for the Elderly in South Korea

Yutaka Onishi

This paper examines the dramatic changes that have occurred in the study of welfare politics
in Korea—both at the theoretical and methodological level—through a review of the recent
literature. In particular, we examined research related to Korean welfare politics and the elderly.
Recently, welfare politics researchers have begun shifting from qualitative to quantitative methods
of analysis while transferring their theoretical focus from class to voters and political parties.
Recent research has focused on analyzing public attitudes toward welfare and party politics of
welfare policy at the local level, both of which have produced robust data related to the welfare
state debate in Korea. However, these new trends present serious problems. Though research has
been refined methodologically, such rigorous methods limit the range of theories to be verified,
narrow the scope of an area of research that was originally more extensive, and limit the range of

research subjects.
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