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Abstract

The First Taiwan Strait Crisis and Chiang Kai-
shek’s Policy toward Offshore Islands:

A Perspective from Chiang Kai-shek’s Diaries and
Taiwanese Archival Documents

Haruka Matsumoto

This article focuses on Chiang Kai-shek’s policy toward the defense of offshore islands such
as the Quemoy, the Matsu and the Da-chen islands during the period of the first Taiwan Strait
Crisis in the 1950s. In addition to U.S. sources, this article uses Taiwanese sources, including
Chiang Kai-shek’s Diaries and Taiwanese archival documents that have recently been declassified.
Through analysis of these materials, this article reexamines key questions regarding Chiang Kai-
shek’s decisions on the defense of the Da-chen Islands and the impact of these decisions that
lingered during the crisis. This analysis reveals that the U.S. government should assume its fair
share of blame for complicating the crisis, and that the U.S. policy toward the Republic of China
(ROC) was inconsistent or even self-contradictory. Before the crisis, the United States had been
actively encouraging the ROC to hold and take advantage of the offshore islands, the Da-chen
Islands in particular. In fact, the U.S. policy probably had encouraged Chiang to believe that a
glimmer of hope remained for his ultimate return to the mainland. Ironically for Chiang, active
support from the United States was the critical piece needed to realize his dream, and the United

States became increasingly reluctant to offer such support as time went by.
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