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Abstract

Research Activities of National Research Institute
for Cultivation, Manchukuo

Akiko Ozu

This paper explores the organization and research activities of the National Research Institute
for Cultivation, Manchukuo. It was established at Shinkyo, Manchuria, in June 1940 to research
agricultural economies, building of rural societies, land use and development, agricultural
techniques, and the life and culture of Japanese immigrants in Manchuria. In this paper, I clarify
the establishment of the Research Institute for Cultivation and its research activities, with
particular reference to field studies, which were the institute’s main research activity. The National
Research Institute for Cultivation, Manchukuo was expected to support the cultivation policy of
Manchukuo. Some staff at the institute were from the Directorate General of Cultivation. The first
director of the Research Institute for Cultivation, Denzaemon Hashimoto had a large influence on
the researchers. The researchers performed surveys of agricultural households by using the
“Bookkeeping System for Family Farms”, and the survey methods were used in research by
Chinese staff. The National Research Institute for Cultivation, Manchukuo functioned not only as
a research institute for national policy, but also as a place for putting the agricultural economics of

Kyoto University into practice.
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