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Abstract

Institutional Position, Roles and Challenges of
Grassroots-Level Health Units in Vietnam: A Case
Study Based on Analysis of Situational Awareness
of the Person in Charge

Minoru Teramoto

This paper discusses the institutional position, structure, and function of grassroots-level
health units in Vietnam. Analysis of local materials confirmed that these grassroots-level health
units belong to prefecture-level medical centers. The prefecture-level medical centers are
responsible for providing preventive health care, addressing HIV/AIDS and social disease such as
tuberculosis, and offering childbirth-related health protection, and related actions. Field research
indicated three points for consideration in terms of the grassroots health units: (1) distance
between the grassroots health unit and an upper-level hospital; (2) geographical location of the
grassroots health unit; and (3) recognition gap between the staff of grassroots health units and
local inhabitants about the role and function of the unit. The structure of the unit and the
occupations of its staff were considered, and the absence of a professional accountant was
discovered. One identified issue is that consideration of the medical infrastructure of communities
should include road conditions (e.g., whether roads are paved) and what transportation is available

for reaching the medical units.
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