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Abstract

New Administrative Reform in Contemporary
China: Analysis of the “Big Sector System”

Naoto Watanabe

This article provides a comprehensive analysis of administrative reforms in contemporary
China, particularly reforms in organizations since the 1980s. The aims of reform were (1) to
reduce the number of provisional organizations and introduce mandatory retirement during the
first stage in the first half of the 1980s; (2) to separate the Chinese Communist Party organizations
and government and state enterprises during the second stage in the latter half of the 1980s; and
(3) to separate the government and state enterprises while maintaining non-separation of the party
organizations and government during the third stage from the 1990s to the first half of the 2000s.
A fourth stage began during the second half of the 2000s. What is the significance of this new “Big
Sector System” reform? New models have been created, particularly in local governments, such as
the governments of Shunde District in Foshan City and Shenzhen City (both in Guangdong
province). Those governments have created new reformatory models, the so-called “party-
government integration” and “mutual cooperation and limitation of the commission of policy
making, execution and supervision.” What are the meanings of these new models? After the shift
toward reform and opening-up, local governments started their own administrative reforms, which
led to central government reforms. In the new phase, local government reforms have created two
“entrances” for transformation of the political regime: adjustment of the relation between party
and government, and incorporation of the notion of “division of power” into the principle of

legitimacy. These entry points raise the possibility of political transformation in the future.
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