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Abstract

The Legion of Mary in the Early Era of the People's
Republic of China

Toshiki Nakatsu

The Legion of Mary (Legio Mariae) is a lay organization of the Roman Catholic Church
established in Ireland in the 1920s that has expanded all over the world. The purpose of this group
is for its members to deepen their religious life and support one another in daily life based on
Catholic dogma and respect for Mary, mother of Jesus. In China, the Legion of Mary engaged in
“anti-communism” activities during the civil war between the Nationalists (Kuomintang) and the
Chinese Communist Party from 1946 to 1949, which continued through the establishment of the
PRC (1949) and into the early years of the PRC era in the early 1950s. Their actions aimed to
resist the effects of communism on the Catholic Church and its related organs. The group’s actions
were also related to the international political situation, especially the Cold War, as the Vatican
was concerned about the expansion of the communism during that time. In light of these
conditions, the goal of the Legion of Mary in China was focused on defending and preserving the
Catholic faith, rather than fighting against the new regime of the PRC to gain political power.
However, the new regime, which adopted an atheistic or anti-religious stance, did not accept this

claim, and eventually characterized and suppressed the Legion of Mary as a “reactionary group”.
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