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The aim of the Institute of Developing Economies

(Ajia Keizai Kenkyusho) is to conduct basic and
comprehensive research on economic and related affairs
in Asia and other areas which are on the road to
development. It, thereby, contributes to the promotion of
economic cooperation and the improvement of trade
relations between Japan and these areas and, ultimately,
toward the prosperity and welfare of developing
countries.

The Institute was founded in December 1958 as a
nonprofit organization. In July 1960, it was recognized
by law as a semi-governmental body.

As of June 1, 1998, the number of staff members was
253, of whom about two-thirds are engaged in research
(including 32 stationed overseas), with the rest employed
as librarians, statisticians, or secretarial personnel.

The budget of the Institute for the fiscal year 1998/99 is
estimated at US$68.27 million of which 80 percent is
subsidized by the government.

IDE Spot Survey intends to respond to public demand by
offering prompt and proper analyses of emerging problems
in developing countries. Previous issues include One
Country Two Systems—China’s Dilemma—, March
1997, Kim Jong Il's North Korea—An Arduous
March—, March 1997, Cuba’s Survival—Socialism
with Reality—, March 1997, Examining Asia’s
Tigers—Nine Economies Challenging Common
Structural Problems—, July 1997, Economic Outlook
for East Asian Economies over the Next Decade—

Is Continuous High Growth Possible?, October 1997,
From Storm to Thunder—Unfinished Showdown
Between Iraq and U.S., March 1998, Deepening
Industrial Linkages Among East Asian Countries—
In the Light of International Input-Output Analysis,
March 1998, and China’s Roadmap as Seen in the 15th
Party Congress, March 1998.
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