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FORWARD

The Institute of Developing Economies (IDE), using
AIDXT (Ajiken Indicators of Developing economies,
eXtended Trade data), has been processing annual data
from the twenty—four OECD nations, UN member states
other than OECD members, and Taiwan (which belongs
to neither) to create and utilize trade statistics matrices.

However, it is now necessary to comprehensively
re-examine current AIDXT data and the overall retrieval
system in light of the aforementioned changes in circum-
stances surrounding world trade statistics. To do this, the
IDE formed the Research Committee on World Trade
Statistical Data and Retrieval Systems to examine various
aspects of world trade data, over a two-year period.

This Research Committee was comprised of organizer
Soshichi Kinoshita (Professor, School of Economics,
Nagoya University); secretary Yosuke Noda (Data Proces-
sing Division, Statistical Research Department, IDE); and
co-researchers Itsuo Kawamura (Professor, General Edu-
cation Department, International Christian University),
Shuichi Horiyama (Professor, School of Economics, Osaka
City University), Hideto Sato (Professor, School of
Commerce, Tokyo International University), Yasuko
Yamamoto (Senior Officer, Statistical Research Depart-
ment, IDE), Hidekiyo Sakamoto (Senior Research Fellow,
Statistical Research Department, IDE), Toshiro Takagi
(Chief, Data Processing Division, Statistical Research
Department, IDE), Hideki Hiraizumi and Masayuki Ito
(both also Data Processing Division, Statistical Research
Department, IDE).

This paper is a compilation of some of the results
achieved by this Research Committee. Paticularly, our
sincere thanks are expressed to Ms. Naoko Urabe for her
great help in making Table of Changes in IDE Stand-
ardized Country Codes (Table 2-2 in "GRT;,(IDE) and
Table of IDE Standardized Country Codes”).

These results will be used to re-evaluate and upgrade
current AIDXT, and also contain suggestions applicable

to many areas of the use of trade statistics.
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