INTRODUCTION

Eight years have passed since publication of the Interna-
tional Trade Matrix for Asia and Pacific Region, By In-
dustry: 1965-1983 intended to assist in analyzing the
change of trade and industrial structures in Asia-Pacific
region. During the years, East Asia which is now regarded
an economic growth center in the world has underwent
continuous economic development, and has been deepen-
ing economic interdependency in trade and investment
even further. The trade and industrial structures in Asia-
Pacific region have also changed rapidly. The
International Trade Matrix for Asia-Pacific Region by
Industrial Group, 1975-1992 is prepared in order to help
study the industrial and trade structures in Asia-Pacific
region and their changes over 1975-1992 .

This statistics consists of three volumes. The first volume,
Export contains trade matrices based on export data for
each industrial group. The second volume, Import contains
trade matrices based on import data for each industrial
group. Each of these two volumes is divided into three
parts: Value Matrices presenting trade amounts; Partner
Country/Region Share Matrices in total amounts of exports
or imports of each reporting country/region; and Reporting
Country/Region Share Matrices showing the share of each
reporting country's exports or imports in total amounts of
world trade. The third volume contains Matrices of
Division of Labour Indices of Intra-Industrial Trade and
Maitrices of Revealed Comparative Advantage Indices.
This volume is scheduled for publication in the near future.

The definitions of industrial groups used in this work
conform with the 24-industrial sector classification
adopted in the ASIAN INTERNATIONAL INPUT-OUT-
PUT TABLE 1985 published by the Institutes of Devel-
oping Economies. It is our great pleasure that users of this
publication use the input-output table along with the trade
matrices.

This work was prepared with the Institute's database of
world trade statistics (AIDXT), which is based on data
compiled by the United Nations , the OECD and the Sta-
tistical Department, Inspectorate General of Customs,
Taipei, Taiwan, The Republic of China. Since no data was
available for Taiwan prior to 1986, data for this period
was directly input from the publications, the TRADE OF
CHAINA (TAIWAN DISTRICT) compiled by the Statis-
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tical Department, Inspectorate General of Customs,
Taipei, Taiwan, the Republic of China and reprocessed at
the Institute.

In preparing this work, Hidekiyo Sakamoto, Chief of
the Statistical Planning and Analysis Division processed
huge volume of data along with designing matrices, per-
forming analytical calculations on matrices, creating con-
verters between the commodity classifications and the in-
dustrial groups, and performing various detailed aspects
of statistical processing. In addition to praising the excel-
lent results achieved by these persistent efforts, I would
also like to express my gratitude to all those who
supported these efforts. I am confident that these efforts
contribute to further study of international trade and
industry, and also stimulate research and other work in
related fields.

March 1995
Tokyo, Japan
Shunichi Furukawa
Director
Statistical Research Department
The Institute of Developing Economies
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