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PREFACE

In recent years, many countries in the Asia-Pacific region have given proof of their capacity to
sustain stable economic growth under a constantly evolving environment. In particular, the swift
appreciation of the Japanese yen since the Plaza Agreement in 1985 has led many Japanese investors
to relocate production facilities in neighboring countries, leading to the dramatic change in industrial
configuration within the region. The resulting shifts in the pattern of level of technology in East and
Southeast Asia have become a major analytical focus for academic and policy research.

Accordingly, Institute of Developing Economies, Japan, and the Taiwan Research Institute,
Taiwan launched a joint research project in 1994 for compilation of the International Input-Output
Table, Taiwan-Japan, 1990. In principle, the table adopts the format and framework of its
predecessor, the International Input-Output Table, Taiwan-Japan, 1985 facilitating time-series
analysis of the technological change that took place between 1985 and 1990.

It is our pleasure here to present the International Input-Output Table, Taiwan-Japan, 1990,
which we hope will find widespread use as a powerful analytical tool serving the public interest. Also,
we would like to express our sincere gratitude to the stuff of collaborating institutions for their
painstaking efforts and supportive cooperation in the completion of this joint project.

February, 1997

Takao Sano Tsai-Yi Wu

Director Director
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