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Foreword

World economic models are employed to con-
duct quantitative analyses of the growth and trends of
national economies. Trade relations models make it
possible to analyze the mutual links between coun-
tries and regions. World trade matrices form the
foundation of these models. To enable intemnational
comparisons to be made, it is essential that world
trade matrices utilize common standards for national,
regional and product categories. However, the stan-
dards utilized in statistics formulated by different
international organizations are not always consistent,
and there are sometimes continuity problems caused
by factors such as the revision of categories and the
formation of new countries and regions, or the divi-
sion or unification of previously existing countries
and regions when these statistics are utilized in time
series analyses. Despite these problems, world trade
matrices remain essential to the ability to construct
world economic models.

In addition to examining, from the perspective
of the basic data, the problems associated with for-
mulating trade relations models, which play such an
important role in constructing world economic mod-
els, the research group of IDE: Institute of Develop-
ing Economies ‘Estimation and Evaluation of Trade
Indices’ formulated trade indexes and conducted
international comparisons, comparisons between
individual countries and regions, and comparisons
between world trade indices and the trade indices of
individual countries and regions. The research group
has conducted practical research in addition to
methodological studies, including studies of the use

of trade indices in economic analyses of international
competitiveness.

This research group was comprised of organ-
izer: »
NODA Yosuke (Research coordinator, IDE),
secretary:
KUROKO Masato (Development Studies Depart-
ment, IDE),
co-researchers:
KINOSHITA Soshichi (Professor, Department of
Social Science, Sugiyama Jogakuen University),
FUKAO Kyoji (Professor, Institute of Economic
Research, Hitotsubashi University),
KAJIWARA Hirokazu (Professor, Faculty of Inter-
national Development, Takushoku University),
TANIGUCHI Koji (Professor, Faculty of Interna-
tional Communication, Fukuoka International Uni-
versity),
KIYOTA Kozo (Assistant Professor, Faculty of
Business Administration, Yokohama National Uni-
versity ),
SAKAMOTO Hidekiyo (Senior Researcher, IDE),
ISHIDO Hikari (Development Studies Department,
IDE), |
Observers:
EBIHARA Etsuo (Director in charge of Computer
System Planning and Coordination Department,
JETRO)
NAKAMURA Jun (Senior Research Fellow, De-
velopment Studies Department, IDE),
ARAKAWA Shinya (Assistant Senior Research
Fellow, Development Studies Department, IDE).



The papers in this volume represent part of the
outcome of the group’s research, and take up various
issues associated with world trade statistics emerging
from the formulation and evaluation of trade indices
to enable analyses of the trade structures of East
Asian countries and regions. The authors wish to
take this opportunity to acknowledge the tremendous
assistance provided by Ms. HIRAI Reiko in the
compilation of this volume.

The results reported in this volume offer sug-
gestions on a number of fronts for analyses of trade

structure employing more general trade statistics and
industrial statistics

March 2003
TOIDA Mitsuru
Director-General

Development Studies Department, IDE, JETRO

NODA Yosuke
Research Coordinator, IDE, JETRO



