Acknowledgments

This book in large part has developed out of a number of papers which the
author has written while working at the Institute of Developing Economies
(IDE). Over eight years separates his earliest paper from the most recently pub-
lished one. The author did not think it was necessary to change his original
viewpoints and basic conclusions. However, he had to revise many parts of the
papers to deal with the new changes in China’s economic policies and to up-
date the data. As a result, the analysis of this book carries through into the
latest stage of China’s economic reform and open-door policy commencing in
the spring of 1992. Readers will easily understand the author’s basic points of
view if they read the Introduction and Conclusion which were written at the
time of publication.

It was at the beginning of the 1970s that the author took up the study of
the contemporary Chinese economy. Prior to that his studies had been directed
at the theoretical analysis of capitalist economies under Professors Akira Futa-
mi, Akira Watanabe, and Hisashi Asano at the Faculty of Economics, Wakaya-
ma University. China at that time was following a different road from Western
modernization, and the author saw it as a very worthy topic for study. For his
master’s and doctorate of sociology at Hitotsubashi University, he studied
Chinese society and history under the guidance of Professor Tatsuo Masubuchi
and Professor Gaku Nakagawa. At the same time he undertook the study of
the Chinese economy as a student in seminars jointly held by Professor Kazuo
Nonomura and Professor Noboru Miyanabe, wherein he approached his study
through a comparison of economic systems.

At that time China still displayed many of the aftereffects of the Cultural
Revolution, and even the economic realities were decorated with political and



viii ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

ideological jargon. In the course of his studies, the author reached an impasse
trying to reconcile the gap between the theoretical studies and China’s actual
situation. During those difficult days he had the good fortune of coming across
Professor Reeitsu Kojima’s first-hand studies which provided a great deal of
valuable data. These affected his work deeply, and opened his inexperienced
eyes. Without Professor Kojima’s strict but warm guidance, the author would
probably have abandoned his academic life.

The author has learned much from numerous scholars through participation
in the research projects. Professors Takekazu Ogura, Shigeru Ishikawa, Ka-
zuo Yamanouchi, Masuo Tomioka, Hideki Kajimura, Jiro Hyodo, Tatsumi
Okabe, Tamio Shimakura, Koji Kobayashi, Kazuko Mori, Yoshiaki Nishimura,
Katsuji Nakagane, Tomoyuki Kojima, and Takashi Mitani gave him opportu-
nities to develop his studies further. The author has also been helped by many
seniors and colleagues at the IDE. In particular the advice from the late Etsuzo
Onoye, the director of the Area Studies Department at the time the author en-
tered the IDE, will never be forgotten. The discussions he had with the other
members of two IDE research projects, “The Multilevel Structure of the Chinese
Economy” and “The Chinese Economy in the 1990s,” were very stimulating.

This book also owes much to exchanges with many researchers, officers, and
other persons in Mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. Through the gener-
ous support of Professor Edward K.Y. Chen at the Centre of Asian Studies,
University of Hong Kong, and Professor Joyce K. Kallgren at the Institute of
East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley, the author has been
provided the opportunity to study in Hong Kong and the United States from
1992 to 1994.

In the course of preparing this book for publication, the author received valu-
able comments from Mr. Nobuo Maruyama, Mr. Kazuo Miyaji, and Ms. Akiko
Akemine of the IDE. Dr. William L. Swan kindly took the trouble of not only
translating Chapters 1 and 4 into English but also checking my manuscript.

The author was in Hong Kong from the spring of 1992, and he found it more
difficult than expected to publish a book while at the same time organize another
research project. Mr. Yukio Saito at the English Editorial Division of the IDE
maintained a close check on this work and encouraged the author who being
overseas was apt to lay it aside. Without his kind and patient help, this work
would never have reached final publication.

Lastly the author would like to express his sincere thanks to all of the above
persons.

At the Centre of Asian Studies, University of Hong Kong
January 22, 1993, the eve of the Spring Festival





