
119INDEX

Abenase, 8, 21
Abenasehene, 41
abunu (division into two), 14, 19, 21, 51
abusa (division into three), 14, 18–19, 21,

51
access to products, 69, 72, 79
agofi (a type of fixed-rent tenancy contract),

18, 22
agrarian contracts, 11–34, 100, 104–9
agyapade (inheritable property), 25
Akim Oda, 8
Akuapem, 7–8, 38
Akyem, 8
Akyem Abuakwa, 41
Akyem Kotoku, 8, 41
analytical category, 4
annual labor, 12

contract, 28, 30
Anum, 7–8, 42
Asante, 7–8, 40, 43, 63
aseda (thanks), 37, 40
Ashanti Region, 7
Atwima District, 7

bargaining, 4
bargaining power, 21, 29–31

in the acquisition of land, 52
Benkyema, 7
Benkyemahene, 38

Index

Bepoase, 6–7, 108
land rights in, 38–39

Birim-North District, 8
Boso, 7–8

case study method, 5
change in cocoa production, 2–3
chiefs

divisional, 36
paramount (omanhene), 7, 36
traditional, 93–95
traditional divisional (ohene), 7

citizens, 36, 40
class, 24, 56, 97, 107–9
compani, 38
conjugal relations, 62–84

and land rights, 65–68
contract choice, 29–31

and farmer life cycle, 28
contract enforcement, 29
contract-breaching, 26

daily wage labor, 12, 28, 95
duo-local marriage, 62

Eastern Region, 8
economic inequality, 85–103
ethnic groups, 6



120 INDEX

family labor, 12
Fante, 8
farm labor, 11–14

contribution to, 43–47
shortage of, 29

farmer investment behavior, 106
farmers

capitalistic, 54, 107–9
definition of, 10n
landless, 25
migrant, 54
retired, 28
women, 61–84

fieldwork, 4
fixed-rent tenancy contract, 26, 29–31
fixed-wage contracts, 29–31
food crops, 14–16, 18

for household use, 76

gender, 4, 61–84
and economic inequality, 85–103
and labor arrangements, 72–80
and land rights, 62–72

generational change, 107–9
Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD), 5
Gyaha, 8–9, 18, 108

land rights in, 41

Hill, Polly, 2, 54, 101
hired labor, 11–12

contracts, 28
hometowns, 28
household, 4–5

allocation of land rights within, 62
as the smallest unit for analysis, 61
heads, 5
multiple economic units within, 61
resources, 6
“unitary” model of, 81

incentive structures, 2–3, 26, 104–6
“combined,” of prices and institutions,

106
incentives, 1

investment, 52
long-term, to strengthen land rights, 106
non-price, 104–6

price, 1, 106
production, 26
short-term, to increase yield, 106
to seek land registration, 54

income-pooling, 6, 63
information asymmetry, 26, 28
information cost, 9n
inheritance, 7
institutions, 2–4, 104–9

definition of, 9n
Interstate Succession Law, 1985, 45
interviews, 5

Juabeso-Bia District, 6–7

kin, 26

labor
access to and control over, 80
and economic inequality, 95–100
arrangements, 11–14
communal, 12
constraints of unmarried female farmers,

79
cost of monitoring, 29–30
exchange between spouses, 73
mobility, 29

land, 35–60
access to and control over, 69, 72, 79–80
accumulation of, 101
concentration of, 68
constantly negotiate claims to, 35
decrease in uncultivated, 54–57, 107
disputes over, 43–44
distribution of, to landless people, 54–

57
fragmentation of, 54–57, 107–9
gift and inheritance of, 37, 43–60
government policy on, 45, 50–54
laws, customary, 36–38
lineage (abusua asase), 37
matrilineal inheritance of, 43–60
multiple and overlapping interests in,

105–106
multiple claims to the same, 43–50
patrilineal inheritance of, 43–60
purchased, 43



121INDEX

registration of, 50–54
transfer from landlord to tenant, 25
transfer to people outside the landhold-

ing lineages, 56
uncultivated, 2
usufruct rights to, 65

land registration, 51
and rural power structures, 53–54

land rights, 43–60
allocation of, within households, 62
distribution of, from men to women, 68
farmer strategies to reinforce, 49–50
flexible and negotiable nature of, 53
gender disparity in, 63–65
held by different people, 35
in Bepoase, 38–39
in Gyaha, 41–43
in Nagore, 40–41
inheritance of, 37
investment incentives and, 52
lineage and individual, 47–49
purchasing, 37, 92
uneven distribution of, within the house-

hold, 77–78
ways of acquiring, 36
See also landholding rights,

land tenure systems, 104–9
Land Title Registration Law, 1986, 50–54
landholding rights

dispersion of, 107–9
disputes over, 40

landholdings
alienation of, rights from lineages, 36
and economic inequality, 88–95
being fragmented, 102
fragmentation of, 36

landlords, 14–34
absentee, 26, 29–30, 43
supervision of tenants, 26, 30

landlord-tenant relationships, 4
life cycles, 3, 28, 100–2, 107–9

and economic inequality, 85
of female farmers, 72

marital relations, 26
marriage, 68
matrilineal, 6–7, 63

migrants, 7–8
first-generation, 39, 42, 93, 101, 107–9

Nagore, 7–8, 43, 108
land rights in, 40

New Institutional Economics (NIE), 2
nhwesoo (a type of share contract), 18–34,

97–98, 106
Nyinahin, 7, 40
Nyinahinhene, 7, 40
nnoboa (labor contract), 13, 96
nonfarm employment, 98–99

off-farm work, 76
opportunity cost, 72–78

of the wife’s labor, 76
owner-cultivators, 42

patrilineal, 6–7, 63
population

growth, 2
increasing, 106–8
pressure, 101

power relationships, 3–4
husband-wife, 78
intra-household, 72

preliminary surveys, 5
price, 1–2

change in relative, of agricultural prod-
ucts, 25

incentives, 2
of cocoa, 1, 25, 104–6

production units, 6, 63

reproductive work, 73, 79
reputation, 26–27
research assistants, 5
resource access, 3, 5

See also access to products; land, access
to and control over; labor, access to
and control over

resource use, 3
risks, 30

sharing, 26

Sefwi, 7, 38
share contracts, 51



122 INDEX

and villagers’ life cycles, 28
for food crops, 14
reasons for adopting, 29–31
two types of, 18–34

social groups, 4
social norms, 4
strangers, 36
structural adjustment programs, 1, 51
study locations, 4
survey methods, 4

task-contracted labor, 12, 28, 95
technology, 9n
tenants, 14–34, 42, 97–98

second-generation, 43
transaction costs, 9n, 30–31

underreporting of total harvest, 26
unit of analysis, 4

unitary household model, 6
usufruct rights, 106

for the production of food crops, 15
of land to grow food crops, 22

village head (odekuro), 7

wealth ranking, 24, 86–88
Western Region, 7
World Bank, 1
written agreements of the contracts, 19–20,

24–25, 32–33

yemayenkye (a type of share contract), 18–
34, 40, 52, 54–57, 97–98, 101, 106–109
ambiguity in the outcome of, 22
features of, 24
land-dividing, 21, 24
sharing arrangements under, 21


