
APPENDIX 
RELEVANT EXCERPTS FROM 

THE PRESENT AND PAST CONSTITUTIONS OF THE PHILIPPINES 
 
 

The 1935 Constitution 
 

Preamble 
 

The Filipino people, imploring the aid of Divine Providence, in order to establish 
a government that shall embody their ideals, conserve and develop the patrimony of 
the nation, promote the general welfare, and secure to themselves and their posterity 
the blessings of independence under a regime of justice, liberty, and democracy, do 
ordain and promulgate this Constitution.  
 

ARTICLE II 
Declaration of Principles 

 
Section 1. The Philippines, is a republican state. Sovereignty resides in the 

people and all government authority emanates from them.  
 
 

ARTICLE VII 
Executive Department 

 
Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the Philippines. 
 
Section 2. The President shall hold his office during a term of four years and 

together with the Vice-President chosen for the same term, shall be elected by direct 
vote of the people. The returns of every election for President and Vice-President, 
duly certified by the board of canvassers of each province or city, shall be transmitted 
to the seat of the National Government, directed to the President of the Senate, who 
shall, in the presence of the Senate and the House of Representatives, open all the 
certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The person respectively having the 
highest number of votes for President and Vice-President shall be declared elected, 
but in case two or more shall have an equal and the highest number of votes for their 
office, one of them shall be chosen President or Vice-President, as the case may be, 
by a majority vote of the Members of the Congress in joint session assembled. 

 
Section 5. No person shall serve as President for more than eight consecutive 

years. The period of such service shall be counted from the date he shall have 
commenced to act as President. Voluntary renunciation of the office for any length of 
time shall not be considered as an interruption in the continuity of the service of the 
incumbent for the full term for which he was elected.  
 

Section 6. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, 
the President-elect shall have died, the Vice-President-elect shall become President. If 
a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his 
term or if the President shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice-President shall act 



as President until a President shall have qualified, and the Congress may by law 
provide for the case wherein neither a President-elect nor a Vice-President-elect shall 
have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one 
who is to act shall be  selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President 
or Vice-President shall have qualified.  
 

Section 8. In the event of the removal of the President from office, or his death, 
resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the same 
shall devolve on the Vice-President, and the Congress shall by law provide for the 
case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice-
President, declaring what officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall act 
accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.  
 

Section 10. (1) The President shall have control of all executive departments, 
bureaus or offices, exercise general provision over all local governments as may be 
provided by law, and take care that the laws be faithfully executed.  

 
(2) The President shall be commander-in-chief of all armed forces of the 

Philippines, and, whenever it becomes necessary, he may call out such armed forces 
to prevent or suppress lawless violence, invasion, insurrection, or rebellion. In case of 
invasion, insurrection, or rebellion or imminent danger thereof, when the public safety 
requires it, he may suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, or place the 
Philippines or any part thereof under Martial Law.  
 

Section 11. (2) The heads of the departments and chiefs of bureaus or offices 
and their assistants shall not, during their continuance in office, engage in the practice 
of any profession, or intervene, directly or indirectly, in the management or control of 
any private enterprise which in any way may be affected by the functions of their 
office; nor shall they, directly or indirectly, be financially interested in any contract 
with the Government, or any subdivision or instrumentality thereof. executive 
department.  
 

ARTICLE IX 
Impeachment 

 
Section 1. The President, the Vice-President, the Justices of the Supreme Court, 

and the Auditor General, shall be removed from office on impeachment for any 
conviction of, culpable violation of the Constitution, treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes.  
 

Section 2. The House of Representatives by a vote of two-thirds of all its 
Members, shall have the sole power of impeachment.  
 

Section 3. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachment. When 
sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be on oath or affirmation. When the 
President of the Philippines is on trial, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall 
preside. No person shall be convicted without the concurrence of three-fourths of all 
the Members of the Senate.  
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Section 4. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to 
removal from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, 
or profit under the Government of the Philippines, but the party convicted shall 
nevertheless be liable and subject to prosecution, trial, and punishment, according to 
law.  
 

 
1973 CONSTITUTION 

 
Preamble 

 
We, the sovereign Filipino people, imploring the aid of Divine Providence, in 

order to establish a government that shall embody our ideals, promote the  general 
welfare, conserve and develop the patrimony of our Nation, and secure to ourselves 
and our posterity the blessings of democracy under a regime of justice, peace, liberty, 
and equality, do ordain and promulgate this Constitution.  
     

ARTICLE II 
Declaration of Principles and State Policies 

 
Section 1. The Philippines is a republican state. Sovereignty resides in the 

people and all government authority emanates from them.  
 

ARTICLE VII 
The President and Vice-President 

 
Section 1. The President shall be the head of state and chief executive of the 

Republic of the Philippines.  
 

Section 2. There shall be a Vice-President who shall have the same 
qualifications and term of office as the President and may be removed from office in 
the same manner as the President as provided in Article XIII, Section 2 of this 
Constitution.  
 

The Vice-President may be appointed as a member of the Cabinet and may be  
nominated and elected as Prime Minister.  
 

The Vice-President shall be elected with and in the same manner as the President.  
 

The President shall be elected from among the Members of the National Assembly 
by a majority vote of all its Members for a term of six years from the date he takes his 
oath of office, which shall not be later than three days after the proclamation of the 
National Assembly, nor in any case earlier than the expiration of the term of his 
predecessor. Upon taking his oath of office, the President shall cease to be a Member 
of the National Assembly and of any political party. He shall be ineligible to hold any 
other elective office during his term. 
 

Section 3. No person may be elected President unless he is at least fifty years 
of age at the day of his election as President, and a resident of the Philippines for at 
least ten years immediately preceding his election.  However, if no Member of the 
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National Assembly is qualified or none of those qualified is a candidate for President, 
any Member thereof may be elected President. 
 

Section 5. In case of permanent disability, death, removal from office, or   
resignation of the President, the Speaker of the National Assembly shall act as 
President until a successor has been elected for the unexpired portion of the term of 
the President. 
 

Section 6. The President shall have the following duties and functions:  
 

(1) Address the National Assembly at the opening of its regular session.  
(2) Proclaim the election of the Prime Minister.  
(3) Dissolve the National Assembly and call for a general election as provided 
herein.  
(4) Accept the resignation of the Cabinet as provided herein.  
(5) Attest to the appointment or cessation from office of Members of the 
Cabinet, and of other officers as may be provided by law.  
(6) Appoint all officers and employees in his office in accordance with the 
Civil Service Law.  
(7) Perform such other duties and functions of State as may be provided by 
law. 

 
Section 7. The President shall be immune from suit during his tenure.  

 
ARTICLE VIII 

The National Assembly 
 

Section 1. The Legislative power shall be vested in a National Assembly.  
 

Section 2. The National Assembly shall be composed of as many Members as 
may be provided by law to be appointed among the provinces, representative districts, 
and cities in accordance with the number of their respective inhabitants and on the 
basis of a uniform and progressive ratio. Each district shall comprise, as far as 
practicable, contiguous, compact, and adjacent territory. Representative districts or 
provinces already created or existing at the time of the ratification of this Constitution 
shall have at least one Member each.  
 

Section 3. (1) The Members of the National Assembly shall be elected by the 
qualified electors in their respective districts for a term of six years which shall begin, 
unless otherwise provided by law, at noon on the thirtieth day of June next following 
their election.  
 

(2) In case the National Assembly is dissolved, the newly elected Members shall 
serve the unexpired portion of the term from the time the Prime Minister convenes the 
Assembly, which shall not be later than thirty days immediately following the 
elections. 
 

Section 7. (1) The National Assembly, shall, by a majority vote of all its 
Members, elect its Speaker from the Members thereof. It shall choose such other 
officers as it may deem necessary. 
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The election of the President and the Prime Minister shall precede all other 
business following the election of the Speaker.  
 

(2) A majority of the National Assembly shall constitute a quorum to do business, 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and may compel the attendance of 
absent Members in such manner, and under such penalties, as the National Assembly 
may provide.  
 

Section 13. (1) The National Assembly may withdraw its confidence from the 
Prime Minister only by electing a successor by a majority vote of all its Members. No 
motion for the election of such successor shall be debated and voted upon until after 
the lapse of three days from the submittal of such motion.  
 

(2) The Prime Minister may advise the President in writing to dissolve the 
National Assembly whenever the need arises for a popular vote of confidence on 
fundamental issues, but not on a matter involving his own personal integrity. 
Whereupon, the President shall dissolve the National Assembly not earlier than five 
days nor later than ten days from his receipt of the advice, and call for an election on a 
date set by the Prime Minister which shall not be earlier than forty-five days nor later 
than sixty days from the date of such dissolution. However, no dissolution of the 
National Assembly shall take place within nine months immediately preceding a 
regular election or within nine months immediately following any general election.  
 

(3) In case of dissolution of the National Assembly or the termination of its 
regular term, the incumbent Prime Minister and the Cabinet shall continue to conduct 
the affairs of government until the new National Assembly is convoked and a Prime 
Minister is elected and has qualified. 
 

Section 15. In times of war or other national emergency, the National Assembly 
may by law authorize the Prime Minister, for a limited period and subject to such 
restrictions as it may prescribe, to exercise powers necessary and proper to carry out a 
declared national policy. Unless sooner withdrawn by resolution of the National 
Assembly, such powers shall cease upon its next adjournment.  
 

ARTICLE IX 
The Prime Minister and the Cabinet 

 
Section 1. The Executive power shall be exercised by the Prime Minister with 

the assistance of the Cabinet. The Cabinet, headed by the Prime Minister, shall consist 
of the heads of ministries as provided by law. The Prime Minister shall be the head of 
the government.  
 

Section 2. The Prime Minister and the cabinet shall be responsible to the 
National Assembly for the program of government and shall determine the guidelines 
of national policy. 
 

Section 3. The Prime Minister shall be elected by a majority of all the 
Members of the National Assembly from among themselves.  
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Section 4. The Prime Minister shall appoint the members of the Cabinet who   
shall be the heads of ministries at least a majority of whom shall come from the 
National Assembly. Members of the Cabinet may be removed at the discretion of the 
Prime Minister. 
 

Section 5. (1) The Prime Minister shall appoint the Deputy Prime Minister 
from among the Members of the National Assembly. The Deputy Prime Minister shall 
head a ministry and shall perform such other functions as may be assigned to him by 
the Prime Minister. 
 

(2) The Prime Minister shall also appoint the Deputy Ministers who shall perform 
such functions as may be assigned to them by law or by the respective heads of 
ministries. 
 

Section 6. The Prime Ministers and the Members of the Cabinet, on assuming 
office, shall take the following oath or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and conscientiously 
fulfill my duties as (name of position) of the Philippines, preserve and defend 
its Constitution, execute its laws, do justice to every man and consecrate 
myself to the service of the Nation. So help me God." 
(In case of affirmation, the last sentence will be omitted) 

 
Section 8.  The Prime Minister and the Members of the cabinet shall be subject 

to the provisions of sections ten and eleven of Article Eight hereof and may not 
appear as counsel before any court or administrative body, or participate in the 
management of any business, or practice any profession.  

 
Section 9. The Prime Minister or any Member of the Cabinet may resign for 

any cause without vacating his seat in the National Assembly. 
 
Section 10. The Prime Minister shall, at the beginning of each regular session of 

the National Assembly, and from time to time thereafter, present the program of 
government and recommend for the consideration of the National Assembly such 
measures as he may deem necessary and proper. 
 

Section 11. The Prime Minister shall have control of all ministries.  
 

Section 12. The Prime Minister shall be commander-in-chief of all armed forces 
of the Philippines, and whenever it becomes necessary, he may call out such armed 
forces to prevent or suppress lawless violence, invasion, insurrection, or rebellion. In 
case of invasion, or rebellion, or imminent danger thereof when the public safety 
requires, it he may suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, or place the 
Philippines or any part thereof under martial law. 
 

Section 13.  The Prime Minister shall appoint the heads of bureaus and offices, 
the officers of the armed forces of the Philippines from the rank of brigadier general 
or commodore, and all other officers of the Government whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and those whom he may be authorized by law to 
appoint. However, the National Assembly may by law vest in members of the cabinet, 
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courts, heads of agencies, commissions, and boards the power to appoint inferior 
officers in their respective offices.  
 

Section 14. The Prime Minister may, except in cases of impeachment grant 
reprieves, commutations, and pardons, remit fines and forfeitures after final 
conviction, and with the concurrence of the National Assembly, grant amnesty.  
 

Section 15. The Prime Minister may contract and guarantee foreign and 
domestic loans on behalf of the Republic of the Philippines, subject to such 
limitations as may be provided by law.  
 

Section 16. All powers vested in the President of the Philippines under nineteen 
hundred and thirty-five Constitution and the laws of the land which are not herein 
provided for or conferred upon any official shall be deemed, and are hereby, vested in 
the Prime Minister, unless the National Assembly provides otherwise.  

 
ARTICLE XIII 

Accountability of Public Officers 
 
Section 1. Public office is a public trust. Public officers and employees shall 

serve with the highest degree of responsibility, integrity, loyalty, and efficiency, and 
shall remain accountable to the people. 
 

Section 2. The President, the Justices of the Supreme Court, and the Members 
of the Constitutional Commissions shall be removed from office on impeachment for, 
and conviction of, culpable violation of the Constitution, treason, bribery, other high 
crimes, or graft and corruption. 
 

Section 3. The National Assembly shall have the exclusive power to initiate, 
try, decide all cases of impeachment. Upon the filing of a verified complaint, the 
National Assembly may initiate impeachment by a vote of at least one-fifth of all its 
Members. No official shall be convicted without the concurrence of at least two-thirds 
of all the members thereof. When the National Assembly sits in impeachment cases, 
its Members shall be on oath or affirmation.  
 

Section 4. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall be limited to removal from 
office and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under the 
Republic of the Philippines, but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and 
subject to prosecution, trial, and punishment, in accordance with law.  
 

Section 5. The National Assembly shall create a special court, to be known as 
Sandiganbayan, which shall have jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases involving 
graft and corrupt practices and such other offenses committed by public officers and 
employees, including those in government-owned or controlled corporations, in 
relation to their office as may be determined by law.  
 

Section 6. The National Assembly shall create an office of the Ombudsman, to 
be known as Tanodbayan, which shall receive and investigate complaints relative to 
public office, including those in government-owned or controlled corporations, make 
appropriate recommendations, and in case of failure of justice as defined by law, file 
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and prosecute the corresponding criminal, civil, or administrative case before the 
proper court or body. 

 
ARTICLE XVI 
Amendments 

 
Section 1. (1) Any amendment to, or revision of, this Constitution may be 

proposed by the National Assembly upon a vote of three-fourths of all its Members, or 
by a constitutional convention. 
 

(2) The National Assembly may, by a vote of two-thirds of all its Members, call a 
constitutional convention, or by a majority vote of all its Members, submit the 
question of calling such a convention to the electorate in an election.  
 

Section 2. Any amendment to or revision of this Constitution shall be valid 
when ratified by a majority of the votes cast in the plebiscite which shall be held not 
later than three months after the approval of such amendment or revision.  

 
ARTICLE XVII 

Transitory Provisions 
 

Section 1. There shall be an Interim National Assembly which shall exist 
immediately upon the ratification of this Constitution and shall continue until the 
Members of the regular National Assembly shall have been elected and shall have 
assumed office following an election called for the purpose by the Interim National 
Assembly. Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, the Interim National 
Assembly shall have the same powers and its Members shall have the same functions, 
responsibilities, rights, privileges, and disqualifications as the regular National 
Assembly and the Members thereof.  
 

Section 2. The Members of the Interim National Assembly shall be the 
incumbent President and Vice-President of the Philippines, those who served as 
President of the nineteen hundred and seventy-one Constitutional Convention, those 
Members of the Senate and the House of Representatives who shall express in writing 
to the Commission on Elections within thirty days after the ratification of this 
Constitution their option to serve therein, and those Delegates to the nineteen hundred 
and seventy-one Constitutional Convention who have opted to serve therein by voting 
affirmatively for this Article. They may take their oath of office before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths and who qualify thereto, after the ratification of this 
Constitution.  
 

Section 3. (1) The incumbent President of the Philippines shall initially 
convene the Interim National Assembly and shall preside over its sessions until the 
interim Speaker shall have been elected. He shall continue to exercise his powers and 
prerogatives under the nineteen hundred and thirty-five Constitution and the powers 
vested in the President and the Prime Minister under this Constitution until he calls 
upon the Interim National Assembly to elect the interim President and interim Prime 
Minister who shall then exercise their respective powers vested by this Constitution.  
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(2) All proclamations, orders, decrees, instructions, and acts promulgated, issued, 
or done by the incumbent President shall be part of the law of the land, and shall 
remain valid, legal, binding, and effective even after the lifting of the Martial Law or 
the ratification of this Constitution unless modified, revoked, or superseded by 
subsequent proclamations, orders, decrees, instructions, or unless expressly or 
implicitly modified or repealed by the regular National Assembly.  
 

Section 4. The interim Prime Minister and his Cabinet shall exercise all the 
powers and functions, and discharge the responsibilities of the regular Prime Minister 
and his Cabinet, and shall be subject to the same disqualifications provided in this 
Constitution. 

 
Section 5. The Interim National Assembly shall give priority to measures for 

the orderly transition from the Presidential to the Parliamentary system, the 
reorganization of the government, the eradication of graft and corruption, programs 
for the effective maintenance of peace and order, the implementation of declared 
agrarian reforms, the standardization of compensation of government employees, and 
such other measures as shall bridge the gap between the rich and the poor.  
 

Section 15. The Interim National Assembly, upon special call by the interim 
Prime Minister may, by a majority vote of all its Members propose amendments to 
this Constitution. Such amendment shall take effect when ratified in accordance with 
Article Sixteen hereof. 

 
Section 16. This Constitution shall take effect immediately upon its ratification 

by a majority of the votes cast in a plebiscite called for the purpose and, except as 
herein provided, shall supersede the Constitution of nineteen hundred and thirty-five 
and all amendments thereto. 
 
 

1976 AMENDMENTS TO THE 1973 CONSTITUTION 
 

1. There shall be, in lieu of the interim National Assembly, an interim Batasang 
Pambansa.  Members of the interim Batasang Pambansa which shall not be more than 
120, unless otherwise provided by law, shall include the incumbent President of the 
Philippines, representatives elected from the different regions of the nation, those who 
shall not be less than eighteen years of age elected by their respective sectors, and 
those chosen by the incumbent President from the Members of the Cabinet. 

... 
3. The incumbent President of the Philippines …. shall continue to exercise all his 

powers even after the interim Batasang Pambansa is organized and ready to discharge 
its functions,  and likewise he shall continue to exercise his powers and prerogatives 
under the 1935 Constitution and the powers and prerogatives under the 1935 
Constitution and the powers vested in the President and the Prime Minister under this 
Constitution.  
 

4. The President (Prime Minister) and his Cabinet shall exercise all the powers 
and functions, and discharge the responsibilities of the regular President (Prime 
Minister) and his Cabinet, and shall be subject only to such disqualifications as the 
President (Prime Minister) may prescribe. The President (Prime Minister), if he so 
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desires, may appoint a Deputy Prime Minister or as many Deputy Prime Ministers as 
he may deem necessary.  
 

5. The incumbent President shall continue to exercise legislative powers until 
martial law shall have been lifted.  
 

6. Whenever in the judgment of the President (Prime Minister), there exists a 
grave emergency or a threat or imminence thereof, or whenever the interim Batasang 
Pambansa or the regular National Assembly fails or is unable to act adequately on any 
matter for any reason that in his judgment requires immediate action, he may, in order 
to meet the exigency, issue the necessary decrees, orders, or letters of instructions, 
which shall form part of the law of the land.  
 

7. The barangays and sanggunians shall continue as presently constituted but their 
functions, powers, and composition may be altered by law.  
 

Referenda conducted through the barangays and under the supervision of the 
Commission on Elections may be called at any time the Government deems it 
necessary to ascertain the will of the people regarding any important matter, whether 
of national or local interest. 
 
 

The 1987 Constitution 
 

PREAMBLE 
 

We, the sovereign Filipino people, imploring the aid of Almighty God, in 
order to build a just and humane society and establish a Government that shall 
embody our ideals and aspirations, promote the common good, conserve and develop 
our patrimony, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of 
independence and democracy under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice, 
freedom, love, equality, and peace, do ordain and promulgate this Constitution. 
 

ARTICLE II 
Declaration of Principles and State Policies Principles 

 
SEC. 1. The Philippines is a democratic and republican State. Sovereignty resides 
in the people and all government authority emanates from them. 
 
SEC. 3. Civilian authority is, at all times, supreme over the military. The Armed 
Forces of the Philippines is the protector of the people and the State. Its goal is to 
secure the sovereignty of the State and the integrity of the national territory. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Bill of Rights 

 
SEC. 15. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended except in 
cases of invasion or rebellion when the public safety requires it. 
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ARTICLE VI 
Legislative Department 

 
SEC. 1. The legislative power shall be vested in the Congress of the Philippines 
which shall consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives, except to the extent 
reserved to the people by the provision on initiative and referendum. 
 
SEC. 32. The Congress shall, as early as possible, provide for a system of initiative 
and referendum, and the exceptions therefrom, whereby the people can directly 
propose and enact laws or approve or reject any act or law or part thereof passed by 
the Congress or local legislative body after the registration of a petition therefor 
signed by at least ten per centum of the total number of registered voters, of which 
every legislative district must be represented by at least three per centum of the 
registered voters thereof. 
 

Article VII 
Executive Department 

 
SEC. 1. The executive power shall be vested in the President of the Philippines. 
 
SEC. 4. The President and the Vice-President shall be elected by direct vote of the 
people for a term of six years which shall begin at noon on the thirtieth day of June 
following the day of the election and shall end at noon of the same date six years 
thereafter. The President shall not be eligible for any reelection. No person who has 
succeeded as President and has served as such for more than four years shall be 
qualified for election to the same office at any time. 

 
No Vice-President shall serve for more than two consecutive terms. Voluntary 
renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be considered as an 
interruption in the continuity of the service for the full term for which he was elected. 
 
Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular election for President and Vice-
President shall be held on the second Monday of May. 
 
The returns of every election for President and Vice-President, duly certified by the 
board of canvassers of each province or city, shall be transmitted to the Congress, 
directed to the President of the Senate. Upon receipt of the certificates of canvass, the 
President of the Senate shall, not later than thirty days after the day of the election, 
open all certificates in the presence of the Senate and the House of Representatives in 
joint public session, and the Congress, upon determination of the authenticity and due 
execution thereof in the manner provided by law, canvass the votes. 
 
The person having the highest number of votes shall be proclaimed elected, but in 
case two or more shall have an equal and highest number of votes, one of them shall 
forthwith be chosen by the vote of a majority of all the Members of the Congress, 
voting separately. 
 
The Congress shall promulgate its rules for the canvassing of the certificates. 
 

 11



The Supreme Court, sitting en banc, shall be the sole judge of all contests relating to 
the election, returns, and qualifications of the President or Vice- President, and may 
promulgate its rules for the purpose. 
 
SEC. 7. The President-elect and the Vice-President-elect shall assume office at the 
beginning of their terms. 
 
If the President-elect fails to qualify, the Vice-President-elect shall act as President 
until the President-elect shall have qualified. 
 
If a President shall not have been chosen, the Vice-President-elect shall act as 
President until a President shall have been chosen and qualified. 
 
If at the beginning of the term of the President, the President-elect shall have died or 
have become permanently disabled, the Vice-President-elect shall become President. 
 
Where no President and Vice-President shall have been chosen or shall have qualified, 
or where both shall have died or become permanently disabled, the President of the 
Senate or, in case of his inability, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall 
act as President until a President or a Vice-President shall have been chosen and 
qualified. 
 
The Congress shall provide for the manner in which one who is to act as President 
shall be selected until a President or a Vice-President shall have qualified, in case of 
death, permanent disability, or inability of the officials mentioned in the next 
preceding paragraph. 
 
SEC. 8. In case of death, permanent disability, removal from office, or resignation 
of the President, the Vice-President shall become the President to serve the unexpired 
term. In case of death, permanent disability, removal from office, or resignation of 
both the President and Vice-President, the President of the Senate or, in case of his 
inability, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, shall then act as President until 
the President or Vice-President shall have been elected and qualified. 
 
The Congress shall, by law, provide who shall serve as President in case of death, 
permanent disability, or resignation of the Acting President. He shall serve until the 
President or the Vice-President shall have been elected and qualified, and be subject 
to the same restrictions of powers and disqualifications as the Acting President. 
 
SEC. 10. The Congress shall, at ten o'clock in the morning of the third day after the 
vacancy in the offices of the President and Vice-President occurs, convene in 
accordance with its rules without need of a call and within seven days enact a law 
calling for a special election to elect a President and a Vice-President to be held not 
earlier than forty-five days nor later than sixty days from the time of such call. The 
bill calling such special election shall be deemed certified under paragraph 2, Section 
26, Article VI of this Constitution and shall  
law upon its approval on third reading by the Congress. Appropriations for the special 
elections shall be charged against any current appropriations and shall be exempt from 
the requirements of paragraph 4, Section 25, Article VI of this Constitution. The 
convening of the Congress cannot be suspended nor the special election postponed. 
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No special election shall be called if the vacancy occurs within eighteen months 
before the date of the next presidential election. 
 
SEC. 11. Whenever the President transmits to the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to 
discharge the powers and duties of his office and until he transmits to them a written 
declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice-
President as Acting President. 
 
Whenever a majority of all the Members of the Cabinet transmit to the President of 
the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
the Vice-President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as 
Acting President. 
 
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President of the Senate and to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, 
he shall reassume the powers and duties of his office. Meanwhile, should a majority 
of all the Members of the Cabinet transmit within five days to the President of the 
Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration 
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Congress shall decide the issue. For that purpose, the Congress shall convene, if it is 
not in session, within forty-eight hours, in accordance with its rules and without need 
of call. 
 
If the Congress, within ten days after receipt of the last written declaration, or, if not 
in session, within twelve days after it is required to assemble, determines by a two-
thirds vote of both Houses, voting separately, that the President is unable to discharge 
the powers and duties of his office, the Vice-President shall act as the President; 
otherwise, the President shall continue exercising the powers and duties of his office. 
 
SEC. 13. The President, Vice-President, the Members of the Cabinet, and their 
deputies or assistants shall not, unless otherwise provided in this Constitution, hold 
any other office or employment during their tenure. They shall not, during said tenure, 
directly or indirectly, practice any other profession, participate in any business, or be 
financially interested in any contract with, or in any franchise, or special privilege 
granted by the Government or any subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, 
including government-owned or controlled  
corporations or their subsidiaries. They shall strictly avoid conflict of interest in the 
conduct of their office. 
 
The spouse and relatives by consanguinity or affinity within the fourth civil degree of 
the President shall not during his tenure be appointed as members of the 
Constitutional Commissions, or the Office of the Ombudsman, or as Secretaries, 
Undersecretaries, chairmen or heads of bureaus or offices, including government-
owned or controlled corporations and their subsidiaries. 
 
SEC. 18. The President shall be the Commander-in-Chief of all armed forces of the 
Philippines and whenever it becomes necessary, he may call out such armed forces to 
prevent or suppress lawless violence, invasion or rebellion. In case of invasion or 

 13



rebellion, when the public safety requires it, he may, for a period not exceeding sixty 
days, suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus or place the Philippines or 
any part thereof under martial law. Within forty-eight hours from the proclamation of 
martial law or the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, the 
President shall submit a report in person or in writing to the Congress. The Congress, 
voting jointly, by a vote of at least a majority of all its Members in regular or special 
session, may revoke such proclamation or suspension, which revocation shall not be 
set aside by the President. Upon the initiative of the President, the Congress may, in 
the same manner, extend such proclamation or suspension for a period to be 
determined by the Congress, if the invasion or rebellion shall persist and public safety  
requires it. 
 
The Congress, if not in session, shall, within twenty-four hours following such 
proclamation or suspension, convene in accordance with its rules without any need of 
a call. 
 
The Supreme Court may review, in an appropriate proceeding filed by any citizen, the 
sufficiency of the factual basis of the proclamation of martial law or the suspension of 
the privilege of the writ or the extension thereof, and must promulgate its decision 
thereon within thirty days from its filing. 
 
A state of martial law does not suspend the operation of the Constitution, nor supplant 
the functioning of the civil courts or the legislative assemblies, nor authorize the 
conferment of jurisdiction on military courts and agencies over civilians where civil 
courts are able to function, nor automatically suspend the privilege of the writ. 
 
The suspension of the privilege of the writ shall apply only to persons judicially 
charged for rebellion or offenses inherent in or directly connected with the invasion. 
 
During the suspension of the privilege of the writ, any person thus arrested or detained 
shall be judicially charged within three days, otherwise he shall be released. 
 
SEC. 19. Except in cases of impeachment, or as otherwise provided in this 
Constitution, the President may grant reprieves, commutations and pardons, and remit 
fines and forfeitures, after conviction by final judgment. 
 
He shall also have the power to grant amnesty with the concurrence of a majority of 
all the Members of the Congress. 

 
ARTICLE VIII 

Judicial Department 
 
SEC. 1. The judicial power shall be vested in one Supreme Court and in such lower 
courts as may be established by law. 
 
Judicial power includes the duty of the courts of justice to settle actual controversies 
involving rights which are legally demandable and enforceable, and to determine 
whether or not there has been a grave abuse of discretion amounting to lack or excess 
of jurisdiction on the part of any branch or instrumentality of the Government. 
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ARTICLE XI 
Accountability of Public Officers 

 
SEC. 1. Public office is a public trust. Public officers and employees must at all 
times be accountable to the people, serve them with utmost responsibility, integrity, 
loyalty, and efficiency, act with patriotism and justice, and lead modest lives. 
 
SEC. 2. The President, Vice-President, the Members of the Supreme Court, the 
Members of the Constitutional Commissions, and the Ombudsman may be removed 
from office, on impeachment for, and conviction of, culpable violation of the 
Constitution, treason, bribery, graft and corruption, other high crimes, or betrayal of 
public trust. All other public officers and employees may be removed from office as 
provided by law, but not by impeachment. 
 
SEC. 3. (1) The House of Representatives shall have the exclusive power to initiate 
all cases of impeachment. 
 
(2) A verified complaint may be filed by any Member of the House of  
Representatives or by any citizen upon a resolution of endorsement by any Member 
thereof, which shall be included in the Order of Business within ten session days, and 
referred to the proper Committee within three session days thereafter. The Committee, 
after hearing, and by a majority vote of all its Members, shall submit its report to the 
House within sixty session days from such referral, together with the corresponding 
resolution. The resolution shall be calendared for consideration by the House within 
ten session days from receipt hereof. 
 
(3) A vote of at least one-third of all the Members of the House shall be necessary 
either to affirm a favorable resolution with the Articles of Impeachment of the 
Committee, or override its contrary resolution. The vote of each Member shall be 
recorded. 
 
(4) In case the verified complaint or resolution of impeachment is filed by at least 
one-third of all the Members of the House, the same shall constitute the Articles of 
Impeachment, and trial by the Senate shall forthwith proceed. 
 
(5) No impeachment proceedings shall be initiated against the same official more than 
once within a period of one year. 
 
(6) The Senate shall have the sole power to try and decide all cases of  
impeachment. When sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be on oath or 
affirmation. When the President of the Philippines is on trial, the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court shall preside, but shall not vote. No person shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of all the Members of the Senate. 
 
(7) Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than removal from 
office and disqualification to hold any office under the Republic of the Philippines, 
but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to prosecution, trial, 
and punishment according to law. 
(8) The Congress shall promulgate its rules on impeachment to effectively carry out 
the purpose of this section. 
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SEC. 15. The right of the State to recover properties unlawfully acquired by public 
officials and employees, from them or from their nominees or transferees, shall not be 
barred by prescription, laches, or estoppel. 
 
SEC. 16. No loan, guaranty, or other form of financial accommodation for any 
business purpose may be granted, directly or indirectly, by any government-owned or 
controlled bank or financial institution to the President, the Vice-President, the 
Members of the Cabinet, the Congress, the Supreme Court, and the Constitutional 
Commissions, the Ombudsman, or to any firm or entity in which they have 
controlling interest, during their tenure. 
 
SEC. 17. A public officer or employee shall, upon assumption of office and as often 
thereafter as may be required by law, submit a declaration under oath of his assets, 
liabilities, and net worth. In the case of the President, the Vice-President, the 
Members of the Cabinet, the Congress, the Supreme Court, the Constitutional 
Commissions and other constitutional offices, and officers of the armed forces with 
general or flag rank, the declaration shall be disclosed to the public in the manner 
provided by law.  

 
ARTICLE XVII 

Amendments or Revisions 
 
SEC. 1. Any amendment to, or revision of, this Constitution may be proposed by: 
 
(1) The Congress, upon a vote of three-fourths of all its Members; or 
 
(2) A constitutional convention. 
 
SEC. 2. Amendments to this Constitution may likewise be directly proposed by the 
people through initiative upon a petition of at least twelve per centum of the total 
number of registered voters, of which every legislative district must be represented by 
at least three per centum of the registered voters therein. No amendment under this 
section shall be authorized within five years following the ratification of this 
Constitution nor oftener than once every five years thereafter. 
 
The Congress shall provide for the implementation of the exercise of this right. 

 
ARTICLE XVIII 

Transitory Provisions 
 
SEC. 3. All existing laws, decrees, executive orders, proclamations, letters of 
instructions, and other executive issuances not inconsistent with this Constitution 
shall remain operative until amended, repealed, or revoked. 
 
SEC. 6. The incumbent President shall continue to exercise legislative powers until 
the first Congress is convened. 
 
SEC. 26. The authority to issue sequestration or freeze orders under Proclamation 
No. 3 dated March 25, 1986 in relation to the recovery of ill-gotten wealth shall 
remain operative for not more than eighteen months after the ratification of this 
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Constitution. However, in the national interest, as certified by the President, the 
Congress may extend said period. 
 
A sequestration or freeze order shall be issued only upon showing of a prima facie 
case. The order and the list of the sequestered or frozen properties shall forthwith be 
registered with the proper court. For orders issued before the ratification of this 
Constitution, the corresponding judicial action or proceeding shall be filed within six 
months from its ratification. For those issued after such ratification, the judicial action 
or proceeding shall be commenced within six months from the issuance thereof. The 
sequestration or freeze order is deemed automatically lifted if no judicial action or 
proceeding is commenced as herein provided. 
 
SEC. 27. This Constitution shall take effect immediately upon its ratification by a 
majority of the votes cast in a plebiscite held for the purpose and shall supersede all 
previous Constitutions.  
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