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FOREWORD

Sub-Sahara African countries have a lot in common in their problems. Most of them are
long-time victims of the slave trade and colonization, whose violent impact on the economy
and the society is unmeasurable,

Even after independence in 1960s they share certain fundamental problems in the economy
and the society. Among other things they share the notion that education has a key role to
play in social development.

Kenya as a member of Sub-Sahara Africa has followed a more or less similar course of
history.

But Kenya is unique in the way that it was not only colonized but it was settled by
Europeans who came to occupy the highland area where soil is fertile and the climate is cool
and suitable for the agriculture, and established a discriminatory system of so called “colour
bar”, .

The damage was both economic and cultural and laid the basis for the racial enmity which
cannot be completely swept away today. Through this antagonism and resistance to
Europeans and missionaries, the Africans established Independent Churches and set up
Independent Schools. Those schools played an important role in the anti-colonialism move-
ment, The tradition is inherited and after independence the Kenianization or Africanization

of education has been the keyword for educational reforms and innovations.

In Kenya whose population is so young and whose population growth rate is one of the
highest in the world, it is all the more important and also a heavy responsibility for the
government to educate the next generation.

The importance of education in Kenya can be known by some facts. One in every three
Kenyans is at school and one in every four or five Kenyans is a primary school pupil.
Government spending on education is the largest item in its recurrent expenditure and is
estimated to be nearing 40%. The president of the Republic who is “once a teacher, always
a teacher” as Kenyan people like to call him, acts as the Chancellor of all the national



universities and leads the education of the country. Twenty five years of indipendence is a
short period for the job of Kenianizing the personnel, promoting the industry, and uniting
people of many ethnic groups into a nation.

Kenya is a pioneer in Africa in the field of education with such achievements as independent
schools and grass-root initiatives from the bottom supporting government efforts. Her
experience is valuable to other countries, particularly to African countries,

I collected the information for this bibliographical research during my stay in Kenya and
England between April 1987 and March 1989, as an overseas staff member of the Institute of
Developing Economies.

To complete this research [ was helped and supported by many individuals and institutions.
First and formost I am deeply grateful to Mr. John Ndegwa, the former Librarian, University
of Nairobi, and Professor Shula Marks, the Director, Institute of Commonwealth Studies,
University of London, for having me as a visiting researcher and giving me all sorts of help.

I owe my special thanks to Mary Kimani, the Librarian, University of Nairobi, and Mrs.
Patricia Larby, the Librarian, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, for their constant help
and advice.

I owe also a great deal to Mr. James Ng’ang’a, the Librarian, Kenyatta University, for
his achievements and Dr. Kenneth King, the Director, Centre of African Studies, University
of Edinburgh, for his help and the chance to go through his personal collections,

I am also grateful to the Library staff of the University of Nairobi and the staff of the
Institute of Commonwealth Studies for their cooperation. To all these people and others I
take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks.

Materials on Kenyan education are large in number and I was obliged to be selective
concentrating mainly on modern or formal education. For this and other reasons this bibliog-
raphy is far from complete. The shortcomings are all mine,

March 1990

Yasuko Tanno






