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Comparative Analysis of the Post-Arab Uprising Transition
Process: Interim Assessment of the Factors Influencing the
Divergence of Interim Regimes

APy R

Diverging outcomes are unfolding in the post-Arab Uprising countries’
transitional processes. In January 2014, Tunisia successfully adopted a new
constitution based on a consensus of the opposing political parties and
factions. In contrast, Egypt abolished one constitution and hastily instituted
another in a time span of slightly more than a year. Yemen has announced the
final document of the National Dialogue Conference in the same month.
Libyans finally voted for the long awaited and disputed elections of the
Constitutional Drafting Committee in February 2014.

The paper picks up three factors which seem to be influential in determining
the modality of transitional political process in the four Post-Arab spring
countries. The first is the initial conditions of the transitional politics..
Differences in the way the previous regimes collapsed are analyzed to
illuminate the continuity and break of the ruling institutions and state
apparatus. The second factor is the type of the interim government. In line
with Shain and Linz typology, provisional, power-sharing, caretaker, and
international interim government models are applied to clarify the types of
interim governments in each four countries’ different phases in transitional
politics. The third is the “rules of the game,” particularly those pertaining to
the constitutional process. Who set what kind of rules and how are to be
considered in each of four countries and possible influences of each set of the
rules of the game to the diverging results of the transitional politics are
considered.
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