PREFACE

This is the twenty third outcome of Joint Study Projects for Economic Develop-
ment Policies in ASEAN and Neighbouring Areas initiated by the Institute of
Developing Studies (IDE) in Tokyo. As far as Malaysia is concerned, this is the
fourth volume in a series of the projects. And for the present coordinator cum
editor, this is the first one.

My predecessor, Mr. Yokoyama, published three excellent volumes on foreign
investments in Malaysia in collaboration with prominent Malaysian scholars.
Though the present coordinator cum editor is much inferior in vigour and ability
to his predecessor, this new volume is, I am confident, as excellent and valuable
as the previous three. This is due to the fact that I have a group of very prominent
scholars who have the widest knowledge of this volume’s particular field of
economics, business groups in Malaysia.

All of these five scholars, namely Dr. Stephen Leong, Dr. Mansor Md. Isa, Dr.
Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman, Dr. Pang Teck Wai and Mrs. Irene Sia, though
involved in many more important research projects, have been kind enough to
participate in this project. I am deeply indebted to them.

This project could not have been completed without the understanding, help
and cooperation of the Faculty of Economics and Administration (FEA), Univer-
sity of Malaya (UM), its former Dean, Prof. Stephen Chee, incumbent Dean,
Prof. Mohamed Ariff, and the Faculty’s specialist on Japan, Prof. Lee Poh Ping.
Also I wish to express many thanks to Prof. Shaharil Talib of the Department of
Southeast Asian Studies, UM, Dr. Toh Kin Woon of Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia, Prof. Chui Kwei-chiang of National University of Singapore (NUS)
and my young colleague, Mr. T. Torii who occasionally gave me invaluable help
and suggestions. As for material, I tender my heartfelt thanks to the Central
Library of UM, Library of the FEA, Arkib Negara Malaysia, and the Central
Library of NUS which kindly allowed me to gain access to their voluminous
documents.

I am very grateful to two Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences graduates, Miss
Chia Mui Hoon and Miss Khor Gaik Heok who successively assisted me in various
sphere of this project. I am also very grateful to Ms. Patricia Thorlby who, though
just recovered from illness, read through all the pages to suggest corrections.

Lastly I appreciate the support and encouragement given by the staff of the
Research Planning Department and the International Exchange Department of
IDE, who took on the burden of most of the administration work in Tokyo.

Hara Fujio
February 1993
Kuala Lumpur.
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