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Abstract

The Role of “Public” Business Associations in Iran:
A Study of the Relationship between Private
Businesses and the Government

Yoko Iwasaki

In Iran today, two “public” business associations—the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture and the Iran Traders Chamber—are linked to ordinary private business entities
(including corporations and individual business owners) through the issuance of import/export
business certificates and business licenses, respectively. There is a structure such that the government
controls and supervises these businesses by having business operators organize these associations by
themselves, and the business representatives placed in the middle are tasked with adjusting the
interests of both parties. In Iran, these business associations ultimately play an important role in
helping the government grasp business trends of private sector where cooperation between business
entities is weak in major areas of economic activity such as production and distribution and where it

has been historically difficult for autonomous business organizations to develop.
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