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Abstract

Conception of the Political Regime in the Peoples
Republic of China: Focusing on Discussions during
the 1954 Constitution-Making Process

Yuki Arisawa

This paper examines the political regime as conceived by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
through an analysis of the 1954 Constitution-making process. Han Dayuan’s The Constitution-Making
Process of the 1954 Constitution (Beijing: Law Press, 2014) is unclear about how discussions on the
political regime during the Constitution-making conference affected Chinese politics in the 1950s.
Therefore, this paper analyzes the 1954 Constitution-making process by using archival documents
related to the 1954 Constitution. As a result, this paper reveals that the confrontation between the CCP
leadership, the Soviet leadership, and democratic parties over the political regime during the 1954
Constitution-making process was a symbolic event. It not only amplified mutual distrust but also
made clear that their thinking was fundamentally incompatible. Furthermore, this mutual distrust can
be understood as a remote cause of the CCP leadership’s anti-rightist campaign against democratic

parties and its subsequent confrontation with the Soviet leadership.
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