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Abstract

Part of the Political Elites or a Protester against
Them? Analysis of Trust in the Student Movement
in Chile in the Era of Political Distrust

Kota Miura

With political distrust prevailing around the world today, it has been pointed out that intermediate
organizations have been weakened as a consequence of their links to political parties, which are the
main targets of political distrust. This paper examines whether political distrust is linked to distrust in
the Chilean student movement, which remains an important and strong intermediate organization in
Chile, a country with serious political distrust. Historically, the Chilean student movement has had the
aspect of being part of the political elites linked to party politics through the youth wings of political
parties. Today, however, it has the aspect of being a protester against the political elites, breaking
away from the established political parties and mobilizing protests against the government. The
analysis reveals that although people who do not trust party politics in general are more likely to
distrust the student movement, when the student movement severely conflicts with the government
through protests, people who do not support the incumbent president are more likely to trust the
student movement. This finding suggests that although the student movement, like other intermediate
organizations, weakens along with political distrust, it can also prevent such weakening by organizing

protests that redirect political distrust into trust in the movement itself.
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