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Abstract

Japan’s Policy toward South Africa in the Late
1980s: Analysis of the Process of Introducing
Additional Regulations

Kumiko Makino

This article examines Japan’s foreign policy toward South Africa in the late 1980s. This was a
period when international condemnation of South Africa’s racist apartheid policies was at its highest,
and criticism directed toward Japan, one of the major trading partners of South Africa, increased as
well. In the late 1980s, the Japanese government strengthened its regulatory measures against South
Africa in three phases. In the literature, such Japanese responses have been generally characterized as
passive reactions to external pressure from the international community. This article argues that it is
appropriate to characterize the first and second phases of additional regulations in the context of
policy coordination within the Western bloc, while in the third phase, Japan tightened trade
restrictions as a direct response to external pressure from the United States, which was considering
introducing sanctions against Japan under the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act. The paper also
examines the influence of Japan’s engagement with the African National Congress, which was then a
liberation movement organization, on the formulation of Japan’s foreign policy toward South Africa.
In this analysis, Japanese diplomatic documents that have recently been made public in accordance
with the “30-year rule” were examined, along with archival documents housed by universities in

South Africa and Japan.
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