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Honduran Ex-President’s Trial in the United States:
His Guilt in Drug Trafficking and Its Impacts on National Politics

NAKAHARA, Atsushi

Abstract
As for political corruption in Latin America, it is reported that the collusion between politicians and
criminal organizations is an urgent issue in the region. Honduras is no exception, with a former president
convicted in federal court in the United States of importing cocaine and related firearms offenses. This case
is also a problem that has been structurally embedded in the executive, judicial and legislative branches of
the recent government. Indeed, prosecution witnesses in this trial have testified about the involvement of
government officials, including former presidents, and private companies in drug trafficking.
U.S. prosecutors continue to pursue corruption in Honduras, which is expected to have a significant
impact on diplomatic relations between the current government and the U.S., as well as on Honduran politics,

which is scheduled to hold elections next year.
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