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Abstract

Pawn Shops and Microfinance in the Singapore
Chinese Community in the Early 20th Century: A
Bibliographical Introduction of “Chinese Pawn
Shop in Singapore” (1919) by the Bank of Taiwan

Ryoichi Hisasue

This paper aimed to elucidate the financial activities of pawn shops in Singapore in the early
20th century, which provided microfinance services to people in the Singapore Chinese community,
through an analysis of the research report entitled “Chinese Pawn Shop in Singapore” ([ 553 = %
4r )V & 4l | ) published by the Bank of Taiwan in 1919. Few studies on the history of finance in
Singapore have examined the historical origin and business model of pawnbrokers as providers of
microfinance services to the local community because relevant historical materials are scarce.
However, the Bank of Taiwan’s report provides valuable knowledge about the history of the
pawnbroker business in the early 20th century. A review of this historical material revealed how pawn
shops functioned and the socio-economic role they played in the Singapore Chinese community of the

day.
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