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“I heard from Mr. Subardjo that you are so
kind enough as to bring him into contact with
leading personalities of the Japanese Government
and of political circles. An informal exchange of
views regarding such delicate and complicated
problems which affect both our peoples are
useful and may lead to a better understanding of
those common problems.

It is my opinion however that, whatever
difficulties may arise in the course of time due
to changing conditions pending the ultimate
settlement, we have to adhere to the basic prin-
ciple of the reparation-problem, that is the moral
and obligatory character of it. Besides, there
should be continuity of line in the negotiations,
whatever changes may occur in the composition
of both our Governments. As is the case now
facing us, there should be no confusion in the
conception regarding the difference between pure
reparation which is the moral obligation-Mr.
Yoshida, the then chief-delegate to the Japanese
Peace Treaty Conference at San Francisco in
1951 had formally recognized it—and the ques-
tion of economic reparation which has a volun-
tary character”.
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