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Abstract

Emergence and Expansion of International
Development Studies in China: Exploring the
Possibility of Departing from Western Centrism

Muyun Wang

As China continues to expand its engagement in international development projects, domestic
researchers have become increasingly interested in establishing International Development Studies
(IDS) as a distinct field. However, the nature of IDS in China remains largely unexplored. This paper
aims to shed light on the emergence and expansion of IDS in China and the potential for departing
from a Western-centric approach to the field. Drawing on an analysis of the establishment of research
and educational institutions in the field of international development as well as an analysis of the
scholarly activities of representative Chinese researchers, this paper reveals that IDS in China initially
absorbed Western perspectives but has since expanded through a process of mergers, resistance, and
further differentiation. Chinese researchers seek to establish the value of China’s international
development by distinguishing themselves from their Western counterparts and highlighting China’s
contributions to international development goals. A feature of contemporary Chinese IDS researchers
is their emphasis on pragmatism in constructing theoretical frameworks and conducting empirical
research on the effectiveness of the development efforts. This paper contributes to the ongoing debate
over the decentralization of knowledge production through offering insights into the nature of IDS in

China as a non-Western context.
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