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Ehv, ThWwz, RISV —VERDEHEDE
B2 nE L ThH, MEEDOELIIKT 50
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WIRIROIMIE, 29 LB/ NEORAD—H.
FER L2 L2 RTHskFATH 720 LA L
T, THITEMEEOALEE 25T &
DRI Z B LR TH H o 72,
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HAKMIZI1Z, 1987 SEDOKBRILKREHICB T
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REM P CTTHMIZE L2 ER &AL RO A
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2G0T [FEWHRE] oL, BEOHEE
IS, MDOET 2 IESLT 2 %450
ERMET L2205 THS, Lol Lkl 7zL912,
C ORI U BRI ORI, b XD
P FTREIROFTE % 6 < 5 il B A RS BR S HRR
bo72b0THY, HELSLOENFTY —
N PIER xS % FIRAL 22 v UIIERAE L 72z 8K
BBEHRTH 5 MIERILETH S,
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—RREKFEEOER —

S M A O BERE B O R D BERE I3, TLIRR
DHEME BBORER S, TORMNL, Wiy
W RAE, ISR D 22 o TV 7RIS
MBEES N, 25121, ZOREEEIHRIL S
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LIZH) RiFaR&EE, BBRASOMA LHE
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M BURIE DY & 7 > TW M B B S H5E
LE3hTwiz ed, BHERBXOHERBAL
Z— I L7z,
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Abstract

Institutional Analysis of Collective Leadership in
China: Authoritarian Politics, Institutions, and Time

Jaehwan Lim

Drawing on theoretical insights from the growing literature on comparative authoritarianism,
this paper aims to explain the institutional evolution of the Chinese collective leadership system
(Jituan lingdaozhi ¥ 4HEH] ) and offer a fresh, alternative assessment of the current state of
Chinese leadership politics. By doing so, this paper also seeks to shed a new light on the extant
discussion regarding the conditions under which collective rule arises and endures in authoritarian
politics.

Previous studies of collective leadership in China have mainly focused either on the
preference and strategy of individual leaders or on structural shifts in the composition and
attributes of the political elite. While attempting to synthesize the earlier explanations, this paper
seeks to identify the institutional foundation of collective leadership in China and explore how it
has evolved over time under the influence of both leaders’ strategic choices and the gradual yet
broad transformation in the composition of the political elite.

In summary, this paper argues that the collective leadership system in China, bolstered both
by the political will to avoid a personal dictatorship and constant institutional reforms in the cadre
management system, has managed to endogenously generate a self-sustaining mechanism for its
stable operation. Understanding the institutional development of the collective leadership system
in China will provide a nuanced perspective into the role of institutions in shaping the political

order of authoritarian regimes.
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