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Abstract

Socialist One-Party System and Mass Organiza-
tions: The Political Role of the Women’s Union in
Doi Moi-Era Vietnam

Futaba Ishizuka

Mass organizations in Vietnam played a key role in the country’s achievement of independence
from France, and since then, they have been assigned various tasks in different periods. However, the
underlying rationale for their activities has remained essentially unchanged: to support the Commu-
nist one-party regime as an integral component of its political system. In the Doi Moi era, when there
was decreasing need for mass mobilization for revolution, war, or collective production, mass organi-
zations acquired some seemingly democratic or developmental functions, including representing their
members’ interests or promoting mutual help activities among their members. In this way, these orga-
nizations are expected to remain relevant to their members and earn their loyalty as well as to contin-
ue to play their more traditional roles such as disseminating the Party line and informing the authori-
ties about local situations, thus promoting the stability of the political regime. This paper focuses on
the case of Vietnam’s largest and arguably the most active mass organization, the Vietham Women’s
Union. Based on a survey of its grassroots-level units, we attempt to show how it carries out its multi-
ple tasks on a day-to-day basis and what challenges it faces, and provide a preliminary assessment of

its ability to contribute to the stability of Vietnam’s socialist political regime.
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