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Japan’s Commitment for the Regional Security in the Indian
Ocean and the Gulf

R K

In this paper, first we look back at the activities of the JMSDF in the
Indian Ocean and the Gulf for the past 10-20 years from the view-point of
contributions to security in the regions, and Japan's defence and diplomatic
policies. In addition we would like to consider the situation that Japan has
currently been placed in, or the primary factors of the change of power balance
caused by China's foreign expansion and US gradual troop reductions, and
economic conditions and energy supply problems after the earthquake
disaster, as well as the returning of the LDP Administration. Each of these
affects Japan's defence and diplomatic policies, and Japanese approach to Gulf
countries is to be precisely understood in this context.

For Japan, the importance of relationships with Gulf countries will
surely increase in the foreseeable future. However the immediate addition of
the JMSDF's force in the Indian Ocean and the Gulf Region is difficult. So
Japan's role in regional security will probably be depending on the licensing of
technology to India and Gulf countries, plus the construction of collaborative
systems devoted to the training and support of highly proficient personnel .
China will have a competitive relationship with Japan over access to the
energy supply sources and the markets in Gulf countries, and it will be
necessary to employ such systems for the purpose of international trust
building and preventing of any free-ride.
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